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EAGLE BASE, Bosnia and Herzegovina — A U.S. soldier based at Camp McGovern was killed yesterday, and two other soldiers and a civilian interpreter were injured when the military vehicle they were riding in collided with a civilian truck.  The accident occurred near the town of Dragaljevac on the Bijeljina-Brcko main road at approximately 10:00 a.m.

 Specialist Blake C. Kelly, assigned to Troop B, 1st Squadron, 167th Cavalry, a National Guard unit from Nebraska, sustained fatal injuries when the eastbound military vehicle he was driving collided with a westbound semi-truck driven by a Bosnian civilian, trapping him in the vehicle.  A MEDDEVAC helicopter was dispatched to the scene where medical personnel pronounced him dead at approximately 10:35 a.m.  Specialist Kelly is from Columbus, Nebraska. 

The other two soldiers injured in the accident, Sgt. Monte Haugen and Sgt Edward Selig, also from Troop B, 1st Squadron, 167th Cavalry, and a civilian interpreter, Miladinka Marijanac, all sustained minor injuries.  They were treated at the scene of the accident then transported by ground to the Camp McGovern aide station, where they were held overnight for observation.  

The soldiers are part of Task Force Eagle and have been on peacekeeping duty since March.  They are scheduled to re-deploy in September.      

Brigadier General James R. Mason, Commander Multinational Brigade (North) expressed his regret at the loss of life of this young soldier, and offered his sincere condolences to the family members back home, and to his fellow soldiers out at Camp McGovern. 

“It’s always tragic when you have a situation such as this,” said Mason.  “ It’s particularly tragic when you consider that this young soldier was 21 years old, a buddy and a friend to all of us, a son to his parents, a loving husband to his wife and a father to an unborn child.”

Mason said although the troops here are saddened by the loss of their fellow soldier, he is confident in their ability to continue to perform their missions in the same outstanding manner they have to date.  

The cause of the accident remains under investigation.   
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Contact the Task Force Eagle Public Affairs Office at 035-814-285 for more information.


