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EAGLE BASE, Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina — The final results of a joint investigation by local police, the EUPM and SFOR authorities concluded, ”SFOR soldiers followed their rules of engagement explicitly and used the minimum force necessary to control the situation in Kalesija last week, according to Brigadier General James R. Mason, Commander, Multinational Brigade (North).

             Mason indicated he was satisfied with the results of the investigation, and that those results confirmed that statements made earlier by the soldiers, indicated they only used force after the man involved in the incident with SFOR soldiers, Bajro Sahbazovic, began using profanity against them and their civilian employee (interpreter), and became physically abusive against the soldiers, outside of his residence.  Statements made by some local witnesses corroborated those made by the soldiers.  

             Mason called the incident unfortunate, and stated that as a group of soldiers, we respect Mr. Sahbazovic as a war veteran and as a citizen of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  He offered his thanks to the Chief of police and his officers in Kalesija for their efforts in handling the situation that day, and for their professionalism in assisting with the investigation.

            For more information contact the Public Affairs Office at: (PTT) 035/814-285.
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