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EAGLE BASE, Tuzla, Bosnia and Herzegovina — The more than 1,100 Minnesota Army National Guard’s 34th Red Bull Infantry Division soldiers officially started their largest deployment since World War II Sept. 30 in a Transfer of Authority at Peacekeepers Hall on Eagle Base in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The transfer of authority included the passing of colors, a long-time Army tradition. The 34th Infantry Division took command of the northern sector of the Stabilization Force from the 35th Infantry Division (Mechanized). Brig. Gen. James R. “Ron” Mason passed both the flag and responsibility of the Multinational Brigade (North) in Bosnia and Herzegovina to Brig. Gen. Richard Nash.

Most of the 34th ID soldiers had already deployed to Bosnia and Herzegovina in support of Operation Joint Forge as the NATO-led SFOR 14 peacekeeping mission by the middle of September.

Mason told the audience that his soldiers completed their tasks since deploying.

“Only the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina know the fine line between peace and aggression better than these soldiers,” he said. “SFOR soldiers have been sustaining that fine line now for eight years.”

Mason also noted that SFOR 13 saw many changes in BiH, including the reopening of the Tuzla International Airport and the reduction of unexploded ordnance and obsolete and illegal weapons.

- more-

“May God bless this nation and all other nations who send soldiers here to build that irreversible peace.”

Nash takes command of SFOR 14, the fifth time an Army Reserve or Army National Guard unit was the lead force element. This also is the third consecutive time that MNB (N) was comprised of mostly Army National Guard and Army Reserve Soldiers.

SFOR 12 was the first rotation where the brigade was made up mostly of Army National Guard and Army Reserve soldiers. The 49th Armored Division from the Texas Army National Guard was the first Guard element to command MNB (N) for SFOR 7.

Nash commended the members of SFOR 13 for their work to maintain a safe and secure environment and their assistance with the transition of force.

“Red Bulls, the guidon is now ours,” he said. “We have trained hard for this day and days ahead. I am confident in your abilities to carry on the tradition of success established by the previous implementation force and the stabilization forces before us.”

Nash continued by saying to his soldiers that each of them have developed skills needed for thier missions.

“Most importantly, you have come together to build a professional team,” he said. “I now urge each of you to put these skills to work and make your best effort each day and continue to develop that team.”

Lt. Gen. William Ward, commander of SFOR also attended and told the audience that he has confidence in SFOR 14.

“General Nash, Rich you have my full trust and confidence as the new commander of MNB (North_,” he said. 

There are four task forces in SFOR 14. Task Force North or Iron is composed of soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 194th Armor headquartered in Duluth, Minn., Task Force South or Bearcats has soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, 136th Infantry headquartered in Moorhead, Minn., Task Force Aviation with soldiers mostly from the Texas Army National Guard and Task Force Medical Eagle which has both Army Reserve and Guard soldiers from several states.

These U.S. forces will be stationed at Eagle Base, Camp McGovern, and Camp Connor. SFOR 14’s American contingent soldiers are from 29 states and two territories. 
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