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Civil affairs units check
market prices, crowds

1st Lt. Paul J. Cassidy examines produce prices at a Tuzla store.
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By Sgt. RICK ROTH
29th MPAD

Soldiers destroy
illegal weapons
By Staff Sgt. COLIN WARD
358th MPAD

CAMP LISA — Complacency — a word that
sends chills up commanders’ spines.

As Operation JOINT ENDEAVOR nears the
six-month mark, troops must remember the
mission still requires their undivided atten-
tion as demonstrated by the 40th Engineer
Battalion.

The engineers’ role during the deployment
is ever-expanding. It includes minefield-clear-
ing operations, fighting position construction,
observation towers, roads, hard-back tents,
bridges and also destruction of weapons and
bunkers found in the zone of separation.

Weapons are confiscated from civilians
and soldiers if they are in violation of the Peace
Agreement. The 2nd Brigade Combat Team
conducts routine patrols within the ZOS and
routine inspections at the checkpoints.

Upon confiscation of weapons, soldiers
compile data concerning the type, place, time
and the parties involved in the confiscation.
The weapons are then turned in to the mili-
tary police who log the information and se-
cure the weapons.

“The weapons are kept in a secure area
for 30 days. During that time the individuals
or factions can appeal (the confiscation) for
the return of their weapons,” said Capt.
Jeffery V. Gardner, 2nd Brigade assistant se-
curity officer.

After the 30-day window, destruction of the
weapons begins.

“There are several methods of destroying

seeWeapons, page 12

seeEconomy, page 12

Sgt. Rick Roth
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Soldiers’ family members are first class

Sgt. 1st Class
Bettina E. Tilson

29th MPAD
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Brig. Gen. Stanley F. Cherrie (center right) stands at attention with Task
Force Eagle Commander Maj. Gen. William L. Nash Tuesday during
Cherrie’s departure ceremony at Eagle Base. Cherrie, former assistant
division commander, left to take a position at Fort Leavenworth, Kan.
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NATO increases patrols
Having completed most of its mili-

tary tasks “almost flawlessly,”
NATO’s peace implementation force
is now conducting more visible pa-
trols throughout Bosnia-Herze-
govina, according to Secretary of
State Warren Christopher.

Following meetings with Bosnian
Croat, Muslim and Serb leaders in
Geneva June 2 and NATO officials in
Berlin June 3, Christopher com-
mended the NATO command for suc-
cessfully executing its mission.

He said the force has made re-
markable progress in meeting its
military goals — separating the
former combatants, demobilizing
troops and putting heavy weapons
in cantonment areas.

“They have already achieved
what the cynics thought was once
impossible.”

While Bosnia is still a troubled
country, the prospect of force being
used to resolve difficulties is fading,
he said.

“IFOR is now in a position to ex-
pand its presence throughout all of
Bosnia to establish a safe and secure
environment for civilian implementa-
tion,” he said. “Our troops will con-
duct more visible and proactive pa-
trols throughout the country.”

Increased patrols will improve
freedom of movement, help achieve
the goal of holding elections by Sept.
14 — the date set in the Peace Agree-
ment — and put suspected war crimi-
nals at greater risk of apprehension,
Christopher said.

NATO forces began more patrols
last month, according to a Pentagon
spokesman. The increase should not
be seen as a change of mission, he
said. Under the Peace Agreement,
the patrols are a continuation of
IFOR’s mission.

Armerican Forces Press Service

Correction
The front page story in the May 24

Talon incorrectly stated that last win-
ter, Company B, 123rd Main Support
Battalion transported all of the 1st
Armored Division’s tracked vehicles
from Hungary to the Sava River.

While Company B, 123rd did play a
role in the operation, the 377th Trans-
portation Company (Heavy Equipment
Transport) moved the majority of the
tracked vehicles. The unit belongs to
the 181st Transportation Battalion, a
V Corps asset attached to the 16th
Corps Support Group.

The Talon regrets the error.

Spc. Christopher R. Salazar
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The 362nd Engineer Company
(Combat Support Equipment)
from Fort Bragg, N.C., is moving

mountains — a few stones at a time.
Frustrated by the time consumed by

transporting gravel to work areas, the
company’s 2nd and 3rd platoons re-
cently began providing their own gravel
for road-building projects.

The crushed rock comes from “bor-
row pits” they have established adja-
cent to their current work sites.

“It’s called a borrow pit because
that’s what we do: borrow the rock from
it,” said 1st Lt. Jason A. Peters, 3rd Pla-
toon leader.

He said that the term “borrow” is ac-
tually a misnomer because the rock will
not be returned.

“It’s the first time in Bosnia a borrow
pit has been used,” Peters said.

Borrow pits are commonly used in
the United States when large amounts
of fill material are needed during
contruction and road building projects.

The unit has used borrow pits at Fort
Bragg, said Peters.

“The fact that we can secure mate-
rial so close, we’re able to save on the
turn-around time — the time it takes to
load the rock, drive to the site, dump it,
go get more,” said Spc. Robert M.
Schneider, a 3rd Platoon engineer.  “The
work just progresses faster and we
must be saving money on the fuel con-
sumption.”

The rock from the unit’s borrow pit
along Main Supply Route Idaho is used

at Lodgment Area
Linda and for
MSR repair.

“There’s a
switchback — a
bend in the road
— that has
washed out,”
said Staff Sgt.
Richard T.
Rozse, 3rd Pla-
toon sergeant.

“We have
temporarily re-
paired the road
with the rock.
We’re going to
eventually re-
place the culvert
in that damaged area, too, and we’ll need
rock for that.”

Second Platoon is working in and
around Checkpoint 55.

Located at a crossroads, the check-
point  is near an old logging trail.  Second
platoon’s borrow pit is just down the
dusty trail. Upgrading that logging trail
was first on the agenda.

“The company has equipment for this
type operation,” said Staff Sgt. Jeffrey S.
Delawder, noncommissioned officer in
charge. “What we’re fighting here is the
weather.  It rains a lot.

“When the weather’s nice, we work
as many hours as we can (and) get as
much done as possible.”

In addition to the upgraded access
road, Checkpoint 55 also has a new park-
ing pad for the lighter vehicles, and an-
other pad for the HEMMTT fuel truck.

Engineers lay geo-textile — a cloth

like fabric — on the ground first to keep
the rock from sinking into the ground.

“We’re placing a foot of rock down
for the parking pads,” said Sgt. Frank
G. Davis, a heavy-construction vehicle
operator.

Delawder estimated that 125 20-ton
dump truck loads of rock will be taken
from his borrow pit.

“When you’re out this far, the inac-
cessibility of the site, the borrow pit isn’t
so unusual,” Delawder said.

The borrow pit will be converted into
a bus stop for local residents when con-
struction is finished.

“Finding the rock so close to the
work sites was perfect for our needs,”
said Capt. Heather B. Amstutz, 362nd
commander.

“Some of our road projects in the
Tuzla Valley have had a two-hour turn-
around for the rock haulers.”

By Sgt. 1st Class JACK LEE
203rd MPAD

Engineers produce gravel for projects

A 362nd Engineer bulldozer scoops up gravel from
the borrow pit for use on road-building projects.

Sgt. 1st Class Jack Lee
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Flea market serves as a meeting place
By 1st Lt. AL SWEPSON
358th MPAD
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Turkish, U.S. troops inspect weapons storage area
By 1st Lt. AL SWEPSON
358th MPAD
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Soldiers verify serial numbers on BiH tracked vehicles.
1st Lt. Al Swepson

Local residents shop at the Dubrave open air market.
1st Lt. Al Swepson
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By Spc. CESAR G. SORIANO
29th MPAD

MUSIC, MAGIC AND MIND GAMES

Sgt. Angelique Washington of the 90th Personnel Support
Battalion plays a card trick with magician “Dr. Bob.”

Sgt. Ed Rollins

“ON STAGE” singer Sarah Page serenades 1st Lt. Nolan
Sessions, HSC, 94th Engineer Battalion (Heavy).

Sgt. 1st Class Jack Lee
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Upcoming DoD Touring Shows
J.B. Walker & The Cheap Whiskey Band  — July 3

Gin Blossoms — July 4
B.B. King — July 26

Be Wires (Top 40 rock) — July 11-17
Cody (country/rock) — July 28-Aug. 12

Clockwise from top left: “ON STAGE” performers sing
golden oldies from the ‘50s during a performance at
Steel Castle; a 4th Battalion, 12th Infantry soldier
boogies with an “ON STAGE” dancer at Lodgment Area
Demi; “Jeopardy!” host Alex Trebek puts the “Double
Jeopardy” test to the Task Force Eagle senior staff after
a Battle Update Briefing at the Division Main Tactical
Operations Center, or “Battlestar,” at Eagle Base;
Trebek answers fans’ questions during a visit to the
Eagle Base dining facility.

Spc. Richard Cancellieri

Spc. Teresa Hawkins

Sgt. 1st Class Jack Lee

Staff Sgt. Colin Ward
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Enthusiasts form radio control model club
By Spc. GEORGE
ROACHE
29th MPAD
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Spc. George Roache

Members of the Radio Control Model Association work on building
their scale model trucks and cars.

Translators help take pulse of local communities
By Staff Sgt. JOSEPH
GARRISON
29th MPAD
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Translators Navy Ensign Christian T. Jurs
(left) and Chief Warrant Officer Kristopher
J. Karlberg chat with a local resident.
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Apaches put steel on target at gunnery
By Spc. GEORGE ROACHE
29th MPAD

B�$+5��1����������� ���!
����������������������������
��
"����
!#���������
� ��������
���������������������� ������ ���
 ����
�����

$�
��������������������������
#��� ������������� ��
����� ����
4�����
�����
������������
��!
������ ���"�
���#
����������!
�����

G���� ������� �����  ���� ���
������� ����� ����J.!�������

��
��
���� �P).������������

8����� ������� � �  �
��
��
�����������������
��������
��
�������
������

������4�����
�������
� 
���
-�� 
� �����
��� 
��
� ����!

�
��������������
����� ����!
���� ������ 
��� ������ � � ���!
�
������0���"
��
������00E��
$��
������ '��� $��
����� "��!
�
����������
�����������
���
�
����� �����
�������� ��������1

��
���
����������

,8�
�� ����+!(P� ��� ��� 
�� �� 
�����
�

�������+!(�������
��
����������$�
���������

��
��
����/��
����
����3��
���+��"�������
����
�������
�����

�,
����
������������������
������
�����
�
��� 2�
�� �� ��� ��������
��������� ��� ���
�
���/�����
���

,-�&�� 4���� 
� �
������
���� �������� 4���
�����������<�/��
���"������������ �����:�3�
$����
��
��������
�����
�#��� �����������
���5���
�����
5-;��@;G@$D5%�

8����
��
�������� ����G�
���#�
�2�
�!
����� 
��� #�
�!
2�
������ ����
!
����������
����
������(E���������
B�
�����
����
��
�������������
��
�����
���� ���0��
" 
 � � 
 � � � � & �
$�
���� �����

-�� 
�������
���
�����������
�������
�������!
�������
������!
�
�����(���3���
D������ G�
�!
@��������������!
�
����� � � ���
00!�������� ���!
����

,-���
�� �
��!
����
������������
���������������!
������  ����  �������� ���������� ��� �
�����
�������
������������� ��������
�������������
���(..��������� �������
��/�G�
�!@������!
�����
���

-���������
�������
���������������������

�����$�
�����
��������������������������!
�������� ��������
����������
������������!
���������������
���

����  
��������� �������� ���������+�
���
%�
������@
�� ������
� 
���
�������������
�!�
������  ��� ������� 
���$!�
������ �����
�������
���

G�
�!@���������������������E.�������!
������������������
�� ��������
����  ��� ���
��������

,��������������������������
����������
 �������0!00E������� ���
���� �:�3��$���

$��
����� ��
"����
����
���
���
������� ����
����� ���� �
��
����� �����/� ��
�
���� ,8���
��
�����
��������
��������������� 

������������/

$�� ���� 
�!
��������� ����!
���� 
��
�� ����
�
�����+���
�!
������������
��
���� 0�E)!����
��������  ���
+ - � D $ ; 3 �
��
�� ����� ��
�������
��������!
���������������
������� �����������

,8�&��������!
�������/�����
�������������������
���
�������
���
�����
��� �  ����� ��� ������������
������!
�������
�����������������<��
��
�� ���

"�������
���������������
�������
�����
�
��� 
������� �������������4�����������������!

�
���������
���
,8�&������������������/�+���
�����
���
B�
���� ����� ��� ���� "������!�
�������

��������"���������������
��������
��
���
������������
������� �������������������
� ������
���

:�3�� ������� ������ ������ ��������������
����������
 ����
������������� �����
�����

��
��
��
��������� � � ����  
�����
�� ���!
 ����
�����������������������
����
������� 
8
��
���5  �����$������@�������� � � 0��
"
��
�����������
�����  ����������
����

,����
��
� ���������������������������!
�
��������
�����������/�����
����,8���
�
��
�������� �����������
������������� ��
�!
���� 
���  ������ ����������� �
��� ����� ���!
��
����
�����
���������
������/

$ �����������������������2�
�� ��
������

��� ������ ���� �����  ������� ��
�� 
��� �����
�2���
������ ��,�������/���������
������@�!
��������
���

,8���
���
������ �����!�����������������
��
����
�&�������������������
�� ����������
��������������������������
��������������� ���
����/�����
���

���� �8
��
���5  �����+����+��
���
�
��
������
��������������
�����������!
�
�������������������������
���
�������
��
���������������������2����, ����������������
��������
����/���������
��
�����������
�!
�����2�
�� ��
����������

������ ���
���� �������� ���� �
���� ���
����
��� 
�� ������ ���� 
������  ��� �����
���������������
����  ����� �������
�
����

�����������
���������������������
���@��!
�������
���

,-�&��������������������������� �����
��
�/
����
����,�������� 
�����������
��
��B�
 ��!
��������#���� ����/

RAIN OF FIRE

Left to right: Spc. Teresa Nava, Spc.
Cameron Mitchell and Pvt. Jeffrey Fuentes
prepare to load a training missile onto an
Apache helicopter during live-fire exercises.

Spc. George Roache

Apache helicopters await arming at the Glamoc flight line before live-fire.
Spc. George Roache
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Unit paves task force area
By Spc. WILLIAM R. HALL
203rd MPAD

Pfc. Benjamin Pasley (left on vehicle) and Pvt. Jason Rake operate a C350D
steel-wheeled roller to compress asphalt on a road building project near Steel
Castle recently. The project was completed by the Asphalt Section of Support
Platoon, Headquarters and Service Company, 94th Engineer Battalion (Heavy)
from Vilseck, Germany.

Spc. Richard Cancellieri
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Soldier paints his way through life and deployments
By Spc. WENDY M. FIRESTONE
203rd MPAD

Cpl. Edwin N. Delacruz poses with some of his work.
Spc. Wendy M. Firestone

PERSONALITY OF THE WEEK

Satellite expert devotes time to soldiers
By Sgt. RICK ROTH
29th MPAD
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Staff Sgt. Tony Brooks works on tactical satellite equipment.
Sgt. Rick Roth
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of violence,” he said.
“You can see the difference with

the naked eye,” said Maj. James L.
Jaworski, 18th MP Brigade civil af-
fairs officer. “Where we used to see
plastic sheeting over windows, we
now see all glass.”

Jaworski is a member of the Army
Reserve’s 432nd Civil Affair Battal-
ion from Green Bay, Wis.

About 34 towns are regularly sur-
veyed in the U.S. sector alone,
Jaworski said.

Cassidy hits the shops and stores
every Wednesday – market day in the
former Yugoslavia – alternating his
visits between Tuzla and Zivinice.

Convoying through city streets
also gives Cassidy a chance to gather
“passive intelligence.” Seeing politi-
cal posters and the temperament of
the people contributes to civil affairs’
ability to assess the local social cli-
mate, Cassidy said.

Weapons
from page 1Economy

from page 1

Sparks fly as Pvt. Jose A. Gutierrez
of the 40th Engineer Battalion uses a
welding torch to slice the bolt of a
confiscated weapon.

Staff Sgt. Colin Ward

Warm weather brings out slithering creatures
By Capt. MUSTAPHA DEBBOUN
255th Medical Detachment (Preventive Medicine)

The Long-nosed Viper is the most
poisonous snake found in Bosnia.

Snake bite first aid
• Get medical assistance immediately.

• Immobilize the bitten area and keep the
soldier at rest in a prone position.

• Apply an ice bag to the bite
• Place constricting bands one or two

fingers width above and below the bite.
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