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' T ension is e#elsary part of our lives. A healthy amount helps keep us alert and can make us f , Sstronger, and incr

our endurance. However, tension that is severe and unrelenting can cause crampsand tremendous pain. Thisistruein
he physical application is obvious, but unrelenting tension can be just as aging emotion
[ 8

every areaof our li
spiritualy.

can relieve he excess tension that you may encounter in th* :
environment. You might expect theiehaplain to'suggd er, studying scripture or attending worship services as waysto relieve
tension. Without exception, | highly:endorse all these optio! owever, | would liketo remind you that one of the greatest resources
God has given usto relieve tension is aour sense of humor. Scripture recordsin Proverbs 17:22; “ A cheerful heart is good medicine,
but acrushed spirit driesup theilbc is scripture makesit clear thatiGod has wired usto laugh and have asense of humor. Peopl
ask me sometimesif I think God he humor. | think He does, and I'aM reminded of thisevery morningwhen | look in the mi

|
If we want to properly cope se of humor, especi Mit relatesto us
personally. There are some thingsia about. We can either grow in gly frustrated, angry, and cynical, or we

ourselves, we may be letti Sw !
|

pressure get the better of us. We should alwayST dnsend our responsibilities put we should maintain a
’ L
F&piritexercise yBur sense of humor anm SOMereliel. Remember. 288
augh to carry ustliroug me of the toughest ﬂﬂ: tsinlife. Ifiyou
23 call and | will'send you apicture of abald billy preacher from ©

| ' would like to take a moment toremind you o ho

God ereated uswith a sense of humor, and He uses ourahl E
haveany troublefinding something humorousin lifejus
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PREPARING
FOR THE
BOARD

(Part 1 of 2)

By Command Sgt. Maj. Carlos A. Cueto
Command Sgt. Maj., Aviation Brigade, 3d Infantry Divsion
(Mechanized)
S we continue in our service to the people of Bosnia-
A Herzegovina, many of you will continue your career
progression through preparing for local selection boards.
Also, you will want to strengthen your official military file for
consideration by service-level selection boards as well. These
next two articles are dedicated to preparing for both types of
selection boards as you strive to achieve your career objectives.

We can believe that we are “ swamped” with work or missions
and think that there is little, if any, time to prepare for these
important career milestones. Being deployed does not mean that
we put our careerson hold. Instead, we should commit ourselves
to further enhance our eligibility for greater responsibility and
strivefor excellencein our respective services.

Why seek promotion? Don't think of your next promotionas
simply a pay raise, rather think in terms of how your next grade
will open up new challenges and opportunities to grow. As a
sergeant (E5), you will formally lead for the first time and be
evaluated accordingly. As astaf f sergeant (E6), you will develop
junior soldiersand other noncommissioned officersinto ateamto
achieve the challenging missions you are given. The senior
enlisted ranks of sergeant first class (E7), master sergeant and
first sergeant (E8), and sergeant major and command sergeant
major (E9) afford some of the most challenging leadership and
staff experiencesimaginable.

Also, achieving higher ranks offersthe opportunity to servein
many specialized duties, including: drill sergeant, recruiter,
operational staff and an assortment of instructor positions. These
will not only enhance your careers, but also develop new
marketable skillsthat will further increaseyour effectivenessasa
leader and soldier.

How do| best preparefor local boards? Therearemany ways
you can prepare for local selection boards. These boards can
include promotion, Sergeant Audie Murphy, noncommissioned
officer/soldier of the month, quarter or year boards, just to namea
few.

1. Be committed to your preparation. You must first commit
yourself to preparing for the board and not stray from this personal
objective. Identify the goal, develop an action plan.ané:begin to
work; remaining;focused on your.goal-

2. Use unit and individual resources. There are many fine
board preparation manuals and material s that you can either find
in your education center or purchase locally. Once you have
mastered the material, have your buddies quiz you to seeif you
can answer clearly with minimal pauses. Also, studying asagroup
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Command Sgt. Maj. Carlos A. Cueto

can befun and challenging to seeif you cananswer every question
asked of you.

3. Seek advise/guidance from others. Many leaders have
been where you are now preparing for alocal board. They possess
an experientia understanding of the many intricacies of selection
boards. Some of them might have even been a serving member on
these boards. Take advantage of their guidance and wisdom.

4. Conduct mock boardswith friends. During your freetime,
invite afew friends to act as a mock board for you. Ask themto
critique every element involved in the board process. Include in
theevaluation your entry into the boardroom, address of the board
members, and the questionsfound in the promotion board prepa-
ration manuals. Ask the mock board to give you an overall after
action review at the end. Mock boards are great opportunities to
practice being in the “hot seat.”

5. Maintain excellencein soldier skills. You can make great
strides in compiling high promotion points by exceeding the
standards in soldier common tasks. Achieving amaximum score
onthe Army Physical FitnessTest (APFT), shooting expert with
your assigned weapon, and receiving military occupational
specialty expert badges are afew examples of waysyou can show
your strivefor excellence. Exceed the standardsin thesefields; it
isthe simplest way to demonstrate you are the best at soldiering.

6. Seek increased responsibility. The best training you can
receive in preparation for any leadership position is hands-on
experience. The next timeyou go on apatrol, ask to give the patrol
order to the section. Or, when the road march begins ask to have
the reports sent to you, which you in turn can provide those
situation reports to your higher headquarters. The day you pin
on the rank of a noncommissioned officer is not the day you
begin learning. Start preparing for responsibility now!

As you continue to strive for excellence in your preparation
for selection boards, | hope you seethe need for being committed
tothe board preparation process. If you focus on your preparation
plan andstudy hard, | am sure you will be a great success aswe
continueto provide a safe and secure environment for the people
of Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Rock ofithe Marne!
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ABRAMS
TaNks HIT

Story and

By Sgt. No

318th PCH, agHE/ O
efore the sun decides whether or

B not it will be a good morning; be-
forethe coffeeurnisfilled with the

day’s first offering; before the dew dries

off the four blades of grass near the heli-

pad, the Black Knights are mounting up

for afull day of what they know is not a

‘tank-less’ job.

The Black Knights, Bravo Company, 1-
64 Armor, 3d Infantry Division
(Mechanized) here, went on aroad march
Jan. 10. Not thetypical heavy load, blister-
inducing foot marches everyone associates
with the military, but a road march of the
company’s M1A1 Abrams tanks.

According to Staff Sgt. Robert Ward,
platoon sergeant in Bravo Company, 1-64
AR, 3dID (M), theroad marchworksmuch
in the same way as physical training for
soldiers.

“If they sit still, they (the tanks) break,”
Saff Sgt. Ward said. “ They need to betaken
out for exercise or they get sluggish.”

Staff Sgt. Ward al so mentioned the need
to keep the crews in top form physicaly
and mentally aswell.

“We have to be totally prepared and
ready for the live fire training and battle
scenarios next month,” Staff Sgt. Ward
said.

The road march of five tanks and its
escort was on the local streets, but out of
the way of the busiest parts of town.
Though not seen on the street everyday,

RANGE OF MOTION— The tanks are
pulled off the road to test the maneu-
verability of the turrets.
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the tanks drew little
untll one
rokedown
in the middle of the
street.

The tank, wider
than the lane for
traffic allows, had
blocked a good
portion of the road.
A two-way traffic
jam quickly
developed but the
Black  Knights
sprang into action.

2nd Lt. James
Lucowitz, Bravo
Company, 1-64AR
and road march
commander, had the
tankers dismount
and become road
guards. With the
best of military courtesy and discipline, the
tankers cleared thetraffic without so much
as an angry word from the residents.

“Theroad guards even got good training
onthistrip,” said 2nd Lt. L ucowitz.

The road march continued
onto the turn-around point,
wherethey pulled off theroad
and spun the turrets to work
out any kinksin the system.

“Everything in the tank
works like a small personal
computer,” said Staff Sgt.
Ward. “Anything small that
goes wrong will
have the same
affect as the
computer error
message
‘performed an
illegal operation’
and that can
cause a
shutdown of the
system. That’'s
why these road
marches are so
important to our
mission.”

With the
remaining
Abramsinworking order, the
march headed back to camp.
The tank that had broken

down.
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WHAT NOW— 2nd Lt. Lucowitz speaks with the other
tank commanders on what to do about the tank that broke

down was back up and running and
rejoined the group. Staff Sgt. Ward said
the mission was accomplished. “They all
came back under their own power. That's
what makes it a successful mission.”

BIG GUNS— Thetanks head back to camp after a
good stretch of their gears.
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SOLDIERS M :
SAFETY-hT C

Story and'photos
By Sgt. Noreen L. Feeney
318th PCH, Camp Dobol

Sgt. 1st Clﬁs Tyrone Scott, HHC 1-64 AR

S Sq

'\

Dle

Each gunner,and ve
a dl (d
LL ey! Get off the road! Can't you see the red flag? They'redre | onit, butthey ne

We're shooting herel” yelled Sgt. 1st Cl hn

Wilcox, Headquarters and Headquarters Company,
1st Battalion, 64th Armor Regiment, 3d Infantry Division
(Mechanized).

“Theroad isclosed whenwe refi
when ajogger ran around the barricad

To Sgt. 1st Class Wilcox, safety isnu one on the range,
even more so when he conducts training on lechi uns.

Sgt.1st Class Wilcox, along with Staff Sgt. Jose Rolen and
Sgt. Arthur Walker, also with HHC 1-64 Armor, conducted live
firetraining on the M240B machine gun at Camp Daobol on Jan. 8.

“Everyone should be familiar with this weapon,” explained
Sgt.1st Class Wil cox. “ Even those soldiers who don't always go
out on patrol like the mechanics and cooks.”

“We think so too,” said Sgt. Jerry Bidal, and Sgt. Kenneth
Little, both food service speciaistswith HHC 1-64 Armor. “ That's
why we came down (to the range).”

With only one weapon to train a lot of soldiers on, it was a
long day for the range masters.

range;” hebellowed

Two soldier nd ammc
to the sandbags. Staff SgEEROoMand Sgt. 18
as they got into a prone position and
positioning. Each soldier shot the belt
shots on a target downrange.
If asoldier do&%moot well, or tiptoes aroune
Sgt. 1st Class Wilcox has him '
“We need
he said. “Thi
Spc. Ti

weapons traini

“Thisisalot of fun, but Sgt. 1 Wilcox is right, every
soldier really should ’ﬁo it.”

As Staff Sgt. Rolo etwo mor sthe standard safety
briefing, he notedin hismat safety, of course, was number
one on the priority list. Second, he said, was getting good training.
Third, and equally impertant; pelicing the area

“Before you leavether the brass goes in the wood box,
thelinksgoin themeﬁ can..

we ol

N n,n

HC 1-64 Armor, said he enjoys




KEEP THEM CO

Garnet HH(
machine g he
gunnerkeeps thek

[
lagher and Sgt. Ray
f ammunition in the
Oh whilethe assistant
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ONE ONTWO TRAININ \Wilcox gives Sgt. Ray
Garnett, HHC 1-64AR rs on how to hold the
M240B machine g | from rising too
high. By training'® me, the instruc-
tors canigiveindividual instruction to each person, ensur-
ing aquality training session.

oldiers

n HH 64 AR (left)

recieve a safety and train-

ing briefing by Staff Sgt.

Rolon before being allowed
ontherange.




MND (N) SoLbiers CoME TOGETHER TO
CEeLEBRATE MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

Story and photos
By Spc. Jodie Moore
318th PCH, Camp McGovern

hey came together to lift their
voices in praise and in

remembrance of adream. A dream
without bordersor timelimits, adream that
is never to be forgotten or abandoned.
They combined their voicesto sing the
praises of one of the most heralded menin
history. A man who had a dream of
acceptance that he
shared with the
world. His dream
has continued to
liveoninthehearts
and minds of
people from
around the world.
The MND (N)
combined gospel
choirs from
Comanche Base,
Eagle Base, and
Camp McGovern
participated in a
Celebration of

Unity and
Diversity. The
choirs were

brought together
for the recognition
of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King
Jr., on what would
have been his72nd
birthday.

A sampling of
the international
reach of the Dr. King dream wasrealized at
Camp Butmir. The Celebrationwasheldin
his honor there Jan. 15.

The Celebration was a truly diverse
affair with civilians and soldiers from all
services and countries being represented
in the audience and on the program.

The diverse program and audience did
not go overlooked.

“Dr.King'sdreamisaiveand well when
nations celebrate in unison as a token of
appreciation for his legacy,” said Sgt.
Timothy M. Dixon, HHC 3-15 Infantry. Sgt.
Dixonisamember of the Camp McGovern
gospel chair.

The program’s diversity was a true
testament to Dr. King’'s dream. Camp
Butmir, an international camp, seemed the
most befitting placeto hold the Celebration
inhonor of Dr. King.

“In a community that expresses much
diversity, it is fitting that we meet here
(Camp Butmir) to celebrate the birthday of
Martin Luther King Jr.,” said Chaplain (Lt.

8

Col.) Clarke L. McGiriff, TFE chaplain.
Chaplain M cGriff was keynote speaker for
the Celebration.

The speakers for the celebration
focused on the importance of Dr. King's
dream then and now.

“We cometo reflect, remember and ook
forward,” said Chaplain (Capt.) Gregory J.
McCrimmon, 2-130 FA KansasAir National
Guard, master of ceremony for the program.

We look forward and hold hisdreamin

SINGING— Members of the MND (N) Gospel Choir perform during the Celebration of
Unity and Diversity held at Camp Butmir Jan. 15.

our heartstill the prejudice and hate is
drowned out everywhere, said Chaplain
McCrimmon.

Dr. King's 38-year old dream holds
relevancetotoday’sMND (N) mission,
to bring peace to a country where
prejudices and hate were once common.

“The recollection is of then, but the
reality isnow,” said Chaplain McGiriff.

That iswhy celebrate hislifeand his
work, but thereality of histruedreamis
yet to berealized.

In order to achieve Dr. King'sdream
throughout theworld we must stand and
fight injustices everywhere. We cannot
let complacency set in, said Chaplain
McGriff. Complacency opensthe door
for bigotry and prejudice to come in.
Thisalowsfear toreign, he said.

We must use the lessons of the past
to prevent the hardship from then to
reignintoday’sworld, Chaplain McGriff
added.

This is the dream and this is the
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reality MND (N) soldiers face in their
mission.

Dr. King was a pastor who believed that
all thingswere possiblethrough Christ, said
Chaplain McGriff. His beliefs were the
foundation for his message.

The MND (N) gospel choir paid a
musical tribute to Dr. King's religious
background. And soldiersfrom SFOR paid
tribute to hismost popular speech, “I have
adream.”

The evening
culminated with
soldiersfrom all
backgrounds
and countries
reciting  Dr.
King’'s famous
speech.
Afterwards
everyone was
invited on stage
to sing with the
choir. This was
the signature of
many meetings
held by Dr. King,
ending with a
song.

Martin
Luther King Jr.'s
dream of unity
and acceptance,
though
conceived in
America, is
being practiced
by MND (N)
soldiers
throughout Bosnia-Herzegovina. Thereis
atimetoreflect and thereisatimeto react.
The Celebration of Unity and Diversity
provided a lesson on the importance of
both.

ROAD MARCH—The Celebration of Unity
and Diversity in recognition of Martin Luther
King Jr.was held at Camp Butmir Jan 15.
A candlelight march was held in his honor.
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MP Docs SHow THEIR STUFE AT
CaMP UGLJIEVIK DEMONSTRATION

Story by Spc. Matt Burrell
318th PCH, Eagle Base
Photos by Spc. Matt Burell
and Sgt. Keith McGrew,
Combat Camera

om ancient civilizations
ch as the Romans to
modern armies, military

dogs have played a vital role.
The 1st Peacekeeping Russian
Separate Airborne Brigade
stationed at Camp Ugljevik
witnessed ademonstration Jan.
18 of the roles military dogs
play intheU.S.Army.

“The demonstration is to
show the dogs' capabilities,”
said Sgt. 1st Class Jeffery
Ridenour, kennel master, 163rd

Military Police Detactment, Fort
Campbdll, Ky.

The capabilities on display
involved controlled aggression
and detection, according to Sgt.
1st Class Ridenour.

On this sunny January day
dozens of Russians crowded
around to watch the dogs
perform acts that required
weeks of daily training and
discipline. Sgt. 1st Class
Ridenour began the
demonstration with a brief
history of the military working
dog. A history that began in
Virginia, in 1957, and excelled
when a the main kennel was
established at Lackman Air

TASTES LIKE CHICKEN—Uvarted, a military working
dog stationed at Eagle Base, gets ataste of apiece of
Staff Sgt. Britikov’'s arm during the demonstration.
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DEMONSTRATION—Staff Sgt. Bly explains to afew Rus-
sian soldiers stationed at Camp Ugljevik the purpose and
capabilities of the military dog. The use of the military dog
is atime honored tradition. Dogs have been used on the
battlefield since the ancient Roman civilization.

ForceBasein 1982.

Throughout the
demonstration the dogs
performed multiple acts to
perfection. Detecting a bomb
within a vehicle and attacking
an armored Staff Sgt. Anthony
Bly, 163d MPDetactment, were
some of the acts that Roni,
military working dog, and Sgt.
Jason Hazzard, handler,
performed.

“It'sagoal of oursto get out
with other military forces. We're
just lucky to have the
opportunity to get out and
show peoplewhat wegot,” said
Sot. Hazzard.

The unit has been giving
demonstrations frequently and
shows no signs of slowing.

“We've aready done one
thisweek, and are scheduled for
afew more. We' ve been doing
them frequently for the
International Police Task
Force,” said Sgt. 1st Class
Ridenour.

Thedog'sresponsibilitiesin
MND (N) are mostly detection
and patrol. There are only two
drug detection dogs of the nine
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stationed at Eagle Base. The
Russians have partcipated in
many joint operations, and were
happy to host the demostration

“1 think it'sagood idea. We
have a lot of joint projects
together,” said Russian Sgt.
Alex Poladko, interpreter.

Midway through the
demonstration a few Russians
were asked to participate by
donning a heavy jacket.

Thenthedogswerelet loose
upon them. Once ordered to
attack thehandler could call off
the dogs at anytime, always
when the victim stopped
resisting.

“1 was scared a little bit at
first, but it wasfun,” said Staff
Sgt. Alexander Britikov, radio
team.

TheRussiansdid expressan
interest in possibly having
dogs in the future.

“If you use dogs, you are
safemore. A lot of thingsadog
can see that a man can't, but
you need to teach ahandler and
we must discuss it with our
supervisors,” said Sgt.
Poladko.



| ocaL BAND ALARM Rocks EAGLE BASE

Story and photos
By Spc. Marc F. Marin
318" PCH, Eagle Base
orale, Welfare, and Recreation promised a rock show
M when local Bosnian band Alarm invaded the Sports
Complex here Jan. 19, and arock show was exactly what
Alarm delivered.

The band rocked and rolled its way through a two-hour set,
mixing in coverssuch as Seppenwolf’s*Bornto beWild’ and Jimi
Hendrix’s‘Hey Joe with their own brand of fast-paced, solo-filled
break.

Comprised of four Tuzla-area musicians, Alarm recorded the

Jan. 19 show and will use the tape to put together alive album,
according to singer and guitarist Jazz.

DRUMMIN'— Drummer Nenad Slaga pounds away on his
drum set during Alarm’s performance.

“We're going to call it ‘Live for Peace,’” said Jazz, who also
works as a trandator for Task Force Eagle, “because we played
for the peacekeepers.”

“We revery satisfied withtheaudience,” said Jazz. “Wereally
appreciate the soldiers of Eagle Base who came out to see us.
They took abig part in the recording of our first live CD.”

Bassist Eldar and
drummer Nenad Slaga
make up the other two-
thirds of the music
portion of the band.
Luka, a supervisor for
Brown and Root, is the
band’s special effects
guru, responsiblefor set
design and putting
together light shows.

The current trio of
musi cians has now been
together for a year, and
Jazz findly thinkshe has
the right combination.

“I’ve got a couple
really, really crazy guys
in the band, guys who
are fanatics when it
comes to their
instruments,” Jazz said.
“I"'m fortunate to have
finally found these
guys.”

In its four-year
history, Alarm has
played over 100 shows,
said Jazz. “\We veplayed
at humanitarian concerts
for orphans, biker meetings, anti-drug campaign shows, and Miss
Bosnia competitions,” Jazz said. Jazz added that Alarm plansto
play itsfirst shows out of Bosnia-Herzegovenialater thisyear in
Croatiaand Slovenia.

Likemost bands, Alarm hasbeen influenced by many inventors
of rock, including Deep Purple, Rainbow, and Whitesnake,
according to Jazz.

Alarm currently has one album out, * Speed up on your Washed
Up Brain,” and hopesto release their second, ‘ Closeness,” within
the next two months.

WAILING AWAY— Singer and
guitarist Jazz belts out atune for
Eagle Base. Jazz also works as a
translator for Task Force Eagle.

SFOR 9 SoLbiers CONDUCT SUCCESSFUL
MissioN ReaDINESS ExErciSE (MRE)

Story by
Spc. Marc F. Marin
318th PCH, Eagle Base
1 soldiers from the 3d Infantry Divi
sion (M echanized) and the 48th Infan
try Brigade, GeorgiaNationa Guard,
recently compl eted a 15-day mission readi-
ness exercise hereto preparefor SFOR 9.

“It wasasuccessful training exercisein
terms of training objectives met, but most
importantly safety,” said Col. Barry Fowler,
chief of staff, 3d ID. “There were no seri-
ous injuries or accidents.”

When SFOR 9 officially beginsApril 5,
therewill be a60 percent turnover in divi-
sion staff, according to Col. Fowler. One
of the soldierstaking over adivision staff
positionisMaster Sgt. Frank L. Hood, 48th
Infantry Brigade.

10

Master Sgt. Hood, a 29-year veteran of
the Army and a veteran of both Vietnam
and Desert Shield, is slated to become the
G-6 operationsnoncommissioned officer in
chargefor SFOR 9.

“1"m looking forward to doing my tour
and serving my country,” Master Sgt.
Hood said. “That’'s what we all signed up
for.”

“Everything’'s been going fine,” Mas-
ter Sgt. Hood continued. “All thefacilities
aremore than adequate. This deployment’s
going to be alot different for me because
there will hopefully be no fighting, we're
here to keep the peace.”

Col. Fowler came away more than
pleased with how the MRE went. He said
he'slooking forward to SFOR 9.

“I"'m greatly encouraged by the high
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quality of the soldierswho cameover,” Cal.
Fowler said. “This MRE reinforced in my
mind that we can smoothly and success-
fully makethetransition.”

Due to the uniqueness of the U.S. mis-
sion in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Col. Fowler
said conducting an MRE isin the best in-
terests of acommand.

“| think an MRE like thisis one of the
most important things aunit can do to de-
ploy to Bosnia-Herzegovina,” Col. Fowler
said. “ Soldiers get to experiencefirst-hand
the living conditions, working conditions,
entertainment, THREATCON, everything
that asoldier deployed herewould be anx-
ious about and have questions about.
They' re better prepared to do the job now
and have a couple months to finish train-
ing for the mission.”

Saturday, January 27, 2001



THE ARMY VALUES
WINNING Essay ON
SELFLESS SERVICE

(Editor’'s note—The MND (N) command group selected the
following as the winning essay on selfless service for the
December Army Values Essay Contest sponsored by the
Equal Opportunity office in Building 14. For more details
contact Sgt. 1st Class Lee Morgenroth at 762-0033 or see
your commander or first sergeant.)
By Capt. Chris Weathers
1-229 Aviation, Camp Comanche
The Army in the 20th century faces new and tougher
challengesthan our brethren faced 20 yearsago. Nolonger
do wetrain to defeat an advancing hoard of Soviet armor
and long gone is the need to stamp out communism around the
world. The cold war is over, and now we face new, tougher
challenges that require the Army, and individual officers and
soldiers alike to rethink what selfless service meansto them.
Twenty or even ten years ago, it was easy for any red blooded
American to put the welfare of the nation, the Army, and
subordinates above hisown. It wasrather easy to justify putting
the needs of the nation ahead of ones self when the sacrificesare
for the sanctity of their home and the peoplethey love. However,
this scenario no longer applies. We have entered anew era. An
erawhereitiseasy to build contempt for personal selflessservice
to the nation. An erawherethe Army asks me to commit myself
totally for peoplel do not love and for anation | carelittle about.
This scenario has replayed itself over the past 10 years: Kuwait,
Somalia, Haiti, Bosnia, and Kosovo and the list has the potential
to grow even further in the near future. How hasthis changed the
commitment to selfless servicein the young soldiers and officers
in today’s Army? How do we adapt our views of selfless service
towardsanew roleintheworld order? For meit has been atough
shift in perspective.
| believe that everyone has to commit to some ideology, and
that ideology must be adriving forcein one'slifefor that person
to put personal needs subordinatetoit. Ten yearsago, | decided
to swear an oath to defend the constitution. To a young
impressionable Private Weathers, selfless service meant | would
sacrifice my life, when called, to preserve the American way of
life. | committed to the patriotic ideology. The fact that |
volunteered to put off college, marriage, and family for the good
of the nation was, in my mind, the highest form of selflessservice.
At West Point, the line was the same. Being in the Army was
the ultimatein patriotism. Thefact wasengravedin my brain that
we were the future of American democracy. Leaving West Point
made mefed likean American. | feltlikethethings! did or would
do were for the security of our nation as a whole, and that the
Army wastheforward edge of American freedom. | wascommitted
to sacrificing everything for the nation and soldiers| love. Just a
few years ago thiswas the only view | had of selfless service.
Now let usjump ahead threeand ahalf years. My father dways
told me that experience was why he always knew more than I.
Now | understand hewasright. | have learned agreat deal about
selflessserviceasan officer inthe new Army. | havelearned that
since 1990, we as an Army have become less committed to the
defense of our nation and more committed to the welfare of
individuals and foreign nations instead of the unit and America.
No longer do we train ourselves to defend America by enforcing
tough but fair discipline through out the ranks. Instead, we do
sensitivity and consideration of others “training”. We train to
“stabilize” peacein other nations. Asaresult, we do fewer ranges,
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field exercises, and deploymentsto training centers. Thisscenario,
inmy opinion, hasforced many to abandon their traditional views
of selfless service, and in many cases the need to commit to the
causeisgone. Thefactisif the soldiers and officers do not see
theimpacts of their service benefit what isimportant to them, i.e.
family, country, and unit, their desire to serve fades.

So how do | justify my selfless service in this day and age,
wherethe missions| execute have no impact on the welfare of my
family, my soldiers, or the security of the constitution? How do |
justify serving selflessly when it seemswe are less committed to
American security and training our soldiersto win warsand more
committed to stability and peace in other nations. When we are
more concerned with who isgay and how we integrate him or her
into our units. When we feel aberet ingtillsindividual prideina
unit rather than teamwork, mission success, or leaders who care
about soldiers. Selfless service hastaken on many new facesfor
meinthelast threeand ahalf years. My view is, that during times
when it seemsthereislittle to offer service for iswhen we serve
themost. There hasbeen apolar shift in the values of our Armed
Forces, but my viewsof selfless service have pretty much remained
thesame. Nolonger istotal American security thefocus. Instead,
it is the stability of other regions around the world. This new
mission requires a different type of soldier. In my opinion, one
with lessaffinity tokill, lesswarrior spirit, lessdiscipline, and less
spirit of selfless service. To a person that loves his country, it is
sometimes hard to deal with.

However, let usthink about what we are doing herein Bosnia
We are supporting peace in a nation that is not ours. A nation
that could disappear tomorrow and America would continue to
operate as if it never existed. Now lets take a ride around the
Bosnian countryside. Look at the devastation, the impoverished
children and women, and the general state of the country’s political
and socia structure. This deployment has made me realize that
we are here so that this country may prosper as we have and not
for American security. So the Bosnian people may enjoy afuture
of peace and prosperity and hopefully, in afew decades, we can
leave them and never look back.

Now think about this. We spend time hel ping Bosnians while
our children get eight months ol der, while our wives spend time at
home alone, and while our families cel ebrate the holidayswith us
only intheir hearts. No, weare not doing athing that is better for
America. However, wearemaking lifebetter for future generations
of a society that has known little of peace and freedom. In the
end, we ask for nothing in return. Tomethisisselflessservicein
itstruest form. If anything, | havelearned anew way to justify my
sacrificesand shift my selfless service away frommy nation to the
American commitment to anew global order. | am not saying that
our foreign policy program or our shift inthe nation’sprioritiesis
theright thing. | would tend to disagree with anyone who saysit
is. However, the selfless service every soldier demonstrates by
being in Bosniaisworthy of aKing'sransom, and weareall better
Americans because of it.
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