


Child-Like Faith

ThelLordsaid, “...whoever doesnot receive the kingdom of God asalittle child will by no means
enter it.” ThisverseisfoundinMark’sgospel, chapter nine, verse 15. What ischild-likefaith? The
following story illustratesthisbiblical principle.

Dwight Nelson recently told a true story about the pastor of his church. He had a kitten that
climbed up atreein his backyard and then was afraid to come down. The pastor coaxed, offered
warm milk;, etc., but the kitty would not comedown. Thetreewasnot sturdy enoughto climb. Sothe
pastor decided that if hetied oneend of aropeto hiscar and the other end to the tree and drove away
so that when the tree bent down, he could then reach up and get the kitten.

Hedid all this, checking his progressin the car frequently. Then hefigured if hewent just alittle
bit further, the tree would be bent sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he inched further
forward, the rope broke. The tree went “boing”, and the kitten instantly sailed through the air and
out of sight!

The pastor felt terrible. He walked all over the neighborhood asking people if they had seen a
little kitten. “No”, no one had seen a stray kitten. So he prayed, “Lord, | commit thiskitten to your
keeping”, and went about hisbusiness. Later, he met one of his church membersin the supermarket,
and happened to look into her shopping cart and was amazed to see cat food.

Now, thiswoman wasacat hater and everyone knew it, so he asked her, “Why are you buying cat
food when you hate catsso much?’ Shereplied, “ Youwon't believethis,” and told him how her little
girl had been begging her for akitten, but she kept refusing. Then just afew days earlier, the child
again begged for akitten, so the mom finally told her little girl, “Well, if God givesyou acat, I'll let
you keepit.” Then shetold the pastor, 1 watched my little child go out into the front yard, get on her
knees, and ask God for akitten. Pastor, you won't believe this, but | saw it with my own eyes. A
kitten suddenly came flying out of the blue sky, withits paws outstretched, and landed right in front
of her.”

| imaginethe mother let her daughter keep that kitten! Thisstory isan excellent exampleof “child-
like” faith. So, no matter how old we get or educated we become, this simple story can serve to
remind usof avery important biblical principle; “Without faith it isimpossibleto please him (God).”
Keep thefaith, and God bless!

Thoughts For The Week

Saturday: “...Thejust shall liveby faith.” (Habakkuk2:4)

Sunday: “Thy faith hath saved thee; goin peace.™ (Luke 7:50)

Monday: “...Beingjustified by faith, wehave peace with God...” (Romans5:1)

Tuesday: “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by theword of God.” (Romans 10:17)

Wednesday: “I havefought agood fight, I"have finished my course; IFhave kept the faith.” (11
Timothy 4:7)

Thursday: “For wewalk by faith, not by sight.” (Il Corinthians5:7)
Friday: “...Ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered to the saints.”

(Jude3)

Chaplain (Capt.) Bill Sheffield
Eagle Base
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Commentary

You Can’t Take 1t With You

By Robert Szostek
U.S. European Command Customs Agency

Thetime has comewhen sol diersfrom the Stabilization Force

9 begin shoving their duffel bagsfull of Kevlars, body armor,

uniforms and even those quaint souvenirs bought from the
locals.

Beforetaping that last box or zipping that oversized carry-

on, you may want to double check what isand isn’t allowed to

go homewith you. The United States Customs Service prohibits

prohibits postage of any form of alcohol, even in such small
dies. Further, soldiersare prohibited from
cohol while deployed to Bosnia.

oldiers are prohibited from shipping

are any form of ammunition or other

Bullet casmgs mine remains, Unexploded
are strictly prohlblted as
hd his or her companions.

theimport of thefollowingit

* Meatsand meat prod
like French pété, Germanw
ham and caviar, aswell as
all canned meats, soup mi
such asravioli and tortelli

Any of these products
spread foot-and-mouth di
livestock that has already
animalsin Europe, but has
States.

* Fresh fruitsand veget
from export into the U.S. Thist
raw materialslike straw and hay

These items may harbor parasi
the Mediterranean fruit fly.

* General Order number 1 — The U.S. Postal Service

products. Also included a
pastas that contain me;

and smoking devices are
or decorative purposes or
ms office prohibits import
a.

pducts — Whale teeth and
ed from import. Also, any
puld contain a certificate of
endangered species.

ts from Cuba are strictly
.S. because of economic

It infines of asmuch as
5 any questions about these

of
Iaws and regulatlons call Sgt. Ramos at 762-5156 on Eagle

Now More Than Ever

By Lt. Col. Merrill E. Dickinson Jr.
Deputy Safety Director

We're feeling pretty good about our-
selves right now. We know our jaobs.
We have built some confidence know-
ing we aredoing thingsright. Our areas
of responsihility, routes and work envi-
ronment arefamiliar. Thereisvery little

Upcoming

Closures

Eagle Base Sports
Complex and

Movie Theater —

The Eagle Base Sports Complex and
Movie Theater will be closed Sept.
19 - Oct.19 for construction and
reconditioning. MWR will still op-
erate their video theatre in build-
ing 14 along Salute Alley.

Balkan Grille —

The Balkan Grille will be closed be-
ginning 9 p.m. Oct. 4, until 5 p.m.
Oct. 5 for the transfer of author-
ity reception. Meal hours at the
Longhorn Grille will be extended to
accomodate the additional soldiers.

that isnew. We no longer need to be de-
liberate and cautious. We know what can
hurt us and we can recognize a hazardous
condition. We even know how to do risk
management.

Our work areas have been evaluated,
inspected and assessed. Entire teams de-
scend on our unit’s facilities every month
to find things that could cause an accident
or injury. Peoplecomein our roomsto check
smokeaarms. The safety of our vehiclesis
checked and double-checked every time
they are dispatched. We've had a few mi-
nor accidents but, thankfully, nothing seri-
ous. We haven't been lucky; we have
been doing thingsright. Don’t get too com-
fortable.

The redlity is that we are till at risk.
Even though we have controlled or elimi-
nated nearly all hazardous conditions, we
are still exposed to the number one cause
of accidents: unsafe behavior. Unsafe

behavior is the root cause of 80 to 96
percent of all workplaceinjuries. Stress,
negligence, recklessness, fatigue and
overconfidence all lead to unsafe acts.
Unsafe behavior can cause a personal
injury in even the safest environment.

Taking shortcuts, ignoring estab-
lished procedures, horseplay, or disre-
garding warningsare all examplesof un-
safe behavior. Unsafe behavior is also
exhibited in aleader who failsto enforce
standards, fails to supervise, or fails to
train hisor her soldiers.

Many of us are approaching the end
of our deployment and looking forward
to going home. We have good reason to
feel good and be proud of our accom-
plishments. But our pride and confidence
will quickly vanish if we let our guard
down and have a serious accident. Be
on the alert. Watch out for unsafe be-
havior —now more than ever.

-

\

SFOR 9 Yearbooks
Pre-Order Yours Now!
Cost: $19.95 Shipping:$3.95

(for those leaving early)

Fill out an order form at the
Customer Service window at your PX
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Spouse Charged in Civilian’s Death

Army sergeant was on terminal
leave at time of Aug. 26 murder

Story by Staff Sgt. Lisa Dunphy
Eagle Base

The suspect in the stabbing death of U.S. civilian Robert Ruiz
wasformally charged Aug. 30.

Sgt. AngelaMarie Ruiz, 30, spouse of the deceasedand aU.S.
soldier assigned to the NATO Health Clinicin Brussels, Belgium,
was charged under the Uniform Code of Military Justice with
premeditated murder in violation of Article 118.

Thechargeismerely an accusation, and military law presumes
that apersonisinnocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law

The incident occurred in
a house near Eagle Base.
Although Mr. Ruiz was
transported to Task Force
Medical Eagle for medical
care, hedied from hiswounds
afew hourslater on Aug. 26.

Mr. Ruiz, 27, wasacivilian
contractor working for the
University of Maryland and
had been assigned to Eagle Base since July. Prior to his
employment with the education center, he served in the Marine
Corpsfor seven years. His military service included duty as an
embassy guard in Nigeriaand Brussels.

Military officials charged Sgt. Ruiz since, under the Dayton
Peace Accords Status of ForcesAgreement between NATO and
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, NATO countries have
exclusive jurisdiction over their personnel for any criminal or
disciplinary offenses allegedly committed within Bosnhia-
Herzegovina.

U.S. military officialsalsotook thelead investigativerole, since
Multinational Division (North) military policewerethefirst to be

Military officials charged
Sgt. Ruiz since NATO
countries have exclusive
jurisdiction over their personnel
for any...offenses allegedly
committed within

notified of the incident that resulted in the death of Mr. Ruiz,
according to Lt. Col. Michael Dietz, Task Force Eagle provost
marshal. Upon notification, military police secured the scenein
order to preserve any evidence for prosecution, he said.

“Because (the U.S. was) the only country that could prosecute
the case if it involved alleged misconduct by a U.S. soldier, we
assumed primary responsibility for the crime sceneinvestigation,”
said Lt. Col. Dietz. Once the military’ sinitial investigation was
complete, local police were ableto enter the crime scene, hesaid.

Lt. Col. Dietz denied an earlier report in the local press that
stated that U.S. military police prevented local authorities from
entering the house.

“Atnotimedid werefuselocal police accessto thescene,” Lt.
Col. Dietz said. “But we did
explain that we needed to
minimizetrafficuntil thecrime
scene was processed for
evidence. Thelocal policeand
prosecutorial officials
subsequently visited the site
and conducted their own
tests and evaluations.” Lt.
Col. Dietz stressed that U.S.
and local Bosnian law
enforcement officials are
cooperating with one another,
and the investigation continues by the U.S. Army Criminal
Investigation Division.

Sgt. Ruiz was on terminal |eave status from her active duty
assignment in Belgium. Whileonterminal leave, asoldier istill
subject to UCMJ laws because he or sheis still on active duty.

Sgt. Ruiz’ commander in Belgium revoked her leave and placed
her on indefinite active-duty orders. Thisis standard procedure
in criminal casesinvolving aservice member on terminal leave,
said Lt. Col. Calvin Carter, Task Force Eagle personndl officer.

Col. Timothy Quinn, the commander of the 80th Area Support
Group in Belgium, ordered Sgt. Ruiz to pretrial confinementin

Continued on Page 12

/th ID commander greets 153rd Bn

Story and photo by
Pfc. Michael Bennett
Eagle Base

Noting that with the “growing
reliance on reserve component
troops...(Nationa Guardsman) prove
they can get the job done,” the
commander of the 7th Infantry
Division visited soldiersfrom the 1st
and 3rd Battalions, 153rd Infantry,
during his tour of Multinational
Division (North).

Maj. Gen. Soriano explained that
he was here specifically to visit with
the Arkansas National Guard soldiers
and hear their concerns.

First and 3-153rd Infantry perform
presence patrols outside Forward

Saturday, September 8, 2001

Operating Base Morgan and Camp
McGovern, and have participatedin the
consolidation of weapon storage sites.
The soldiers also guard the sites.

During his Aug. 21-22 visit, Mg.
Gen. Soriano visited Eagle Base, Camp
McGovern and FOB Morgan to meet
with hisNational Guard troops.

The 153rdtroopsare part of the 39th
enhanced Separate Brigade, assigned
tothe Fort Carson, Colo.-based 7th ID.
The7thID wasreactivated in 1999.

Maj. Gen. Soriano wasimpressed by
the current state of the SFOR mission.
“The situation is much different from
when | was here (in 1995). The quality
of life is much better; the soldiers are
much better taken care of.”

Continued on Page 12

Maj. Gen. Edward Soriano, commander of the 7th
Infantry Division, Fort Carson, Colo., shakes hands
with Staff Sgt. Gene McCool (left) just before leav-
ing FOB Morgan, as Spc. David Carter looks on.
Both soldiers are from 1st Battalion, 153rd Infan-

try.
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Sgt. Adam Hyland, crew chief with Co. A, 2nd Battalion, 82nd Avia-
tion Brigade looks down on farms and fields in Bosnia.

Chief Warrant Officer Stan Koziatek, with Co. A, 2-82nd Aviation
Brigade (left) and Capt. Steve Jobson, from the 5th Aviation Regi-
ment, Townsville, Australia, buckle themselves in and prepare for

82nd Aviation Brigade is MND(N)'s ‘Air

Fly High Fre:

Story and photos by Maj. Richard C. Sater
Eagle Base

week.” Who says? Capt. Craig Alia, commander of

Company A, 2nd Battalion, 82nd Aviation Brigade, out of Fort
Bragg, N.C. He'stalking about hisunit’s mission, flying. Anyone,
anywhere, at any time. The bird? Blackhawk.

Approximately 80 members of Co. A are deployed with their
captain, carrying out their usual mission. Thedifferenceisthelocale
—Camp Comanche, amileor so from Eagle Base, the headquarters
for Multinational Division (North), the American sector of Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

The operations tempo is very high. The unit provides essential
air taxi service—what Capt. Aliacalls* general support” to MND(N).
In addition to air movement, the 82nd providesairlift for the Quick
Reaction Force, the emergency response team standing by for
contingencies. Finally, the unit providestransport for theater reserve
forces— specifically, the Portuguese M echanized Infantry Battalion
—if itsservices are required.

The brunt of the work, though, is the regular “air movement,”
and it requires a substantial effort to keep it going. “ The guys are
getting alot of flight time. A lot morethan at Fort Bragg,” Capt. Alia
says.

And not just the flyers. Sgt. Adam Hyland, crew chief, says,
“We're flying as many hoursin six months as we usualy fly in a
year back home.”

There's a reason for al this activity. The Stabilization Force
Mission is a serious one: to ensure a safe and secure environment
for the local citizens as they strive to rebuild their lives and their
country in the aftermath of adevastating war. Thefighting endedin
1995, but the reconstruction continues, and the air power provided
by the 82nd is critical to the mission’ s success. Spend aday with a
Co. A aircrew and you never know where you might end up. That
depends on the day’s requirements; you could find yourself
anywhere in this country, Croatia, or

I t's not sexy or beautiful, but it's what we do seven days a

Hungary. Warrant Officer San Koziatek,
a pilot, has flown more than 100
missionssincehisarrival in March, four
or five daysaweek, sometimestwicein
one day. “There hasn't been a day or
night go by that we haven't flown,” he
says.

A scheduled mission beginswith an
intelligence briefing. The crew files a
flight plan and then carries out a pre-
flight inspection of the helicopter. The
inspection takes half an hour to an hour,
according to Sgt. Hyland. “If | see
something broken, | fix it,” he says. After
the preflight, the crew suits up, climbs
in, fires away, and dusts off, picking up
and delivering passengers. Post-flight
means refueling, adebriefing about the
mission and more inspections.

If you'reflying with Co. A, you might
meet itsguest, an exchange officer from
‘Down Under’: Capt. Stephen Jobson,
onloan from the 5thAviation Regiment,
Townsville, Australia, who is working
with the 82nd for two years. The
exchange program, he says, is set up so

Waht. TALON
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Taxi Service’

> Bird

soldiers can “observe
operational proceedings of
each country in order to
maintain our interoperability.”
An ad-ditional benefit, he
says, isthe“ cultural exchange
between us and our closest
ally.” He's part of a small
Australian presencein Bosnia
(currently, the Australian
military is more heavily
involved in peace-keeping
operationsin Southeast Asia).

Many of the flights run
together, one indistinguish-
able from another. Others
stand out, Capt. Jobson says.
He cites the Srebrenica
memorial observance, when
the82nd provided air transport
support. The unit also
provided movement for SFOR
troops during raids on the

banks in Mostar in MND
(Southeast) and for a
cornerstone ceremony for the
rebuilding of amosguein Banja
Lukain MND (Southwest). Joint training missions— such as last
month’s Cerebus exercise, which brought together Spanish, French,
German, Moroccan, and American troops—al so provide achange
of pace and a terrific learning experience, Capt. Jobson says.
Language barriers aside, the crews enjoyed the camaraderie. “It
hit the mark. Proved we could respond with ashow of force for a
contingency operation,” he says. Whether the mission isplain or
fancy, flying is flying, and that's what the crew likes about it —
“one of the best jobsintheArmy,” Warrant Officer Koziatek says.

And one of the most chalenging. Consider thevariety of terrain
here, quite different from the Fort Bragg area. “We're working
morewith landmark navigation,” Warrant Officer Koziatek says.
Another difference hereisthat the potential threat to air activities
is decidedly more pronounced; the Balkan region is considered a
combat zone, after all. “We have to be more cognizant of where
we'reflying. The‘ pucker factor’ ismuch higher here.” Although
the mechanics of flying become second nature to an experienced
crew, the situation changes constantly and requires careful
attention to detail. “| keep the mission in mind — getting there on
time. I’ m scanning the horizon. I’ m alwaysthinking about what's
outside the aircraft.”

In Bosnia and Herzegovina, that landscape includes “alot of
destruction. It's a beautiful country, but it's sad to see the
(damaged) houses,” Warrant Officer Koziatek says. Theflight crew
is in a unique position to observe the aftermath of war: “By
providing direct support for the task force, we get to see more of
Bosnia.”

And they can seewhy they’re here. At the end of thetour, “I'll
know | made a difference, and that our presence helped,” Sgt.
Hyland says. It’ s hisfirst timetraveling outside the U.S. “1t feels
good tofly over (farms) and have peoplewavetoyou.” Hisbiggest
kick is“fixinganaircraft and seeing it fly again,” and he appreciates
his opportunity to do his job here.

“1’ve confirmed that one of my primary vocationsisn’'t being a
warfighter,” Capt. Jobson says. “It’s helping the disadvantaged

Saturday, September 8,2001

Sgt. Adam Hyland climbs on top of the massive Blackhawk to inspect the condition of the blades.

people, making a direct difference. It gives me a sense of fulfillment.

That's one of the things you join the army for.”

Company A will continue to put up with long days, a short staff, a
double-time operations tempo, the minor inconveniences of camp life,
and family separation for another couple of months before it returns
home, but that’s the nature of the deployed environment. The company
commander issympathetic. “It'schallenging,” Capt. Aliasays. “It'shectic,

but it givesyou areal sense of accomplishment.”

TALON

Capt. Steve Job-
son does a pre-
flight inspection
on the interior of
aBlackhawk. The
inspection can
take anywhere
from 30 to 60
minutes and as-
sists in preventing
complications
while in the air.



Troops Receive Mmm Mmm Goodies

Story by Spc. Grant Calease
Camp Comanche

Many big kids got to celebrate the
holiday early as soldiers of Stabilization
Force 9 recently received alarge shipment
of goodies from businessesin Georgia.

“Operation Thank You* was
coordinated through the Georgia National

Guard' sdirector of logisticsin Atlanta.

The donations were made primarily
through the Kellogg Company, which has
plantsin both Atlantaand Rome, Ga. Seven
pallets of snack foods such as peanuts,
Pop Tarts and NutriGrain Bars arrived for
troops, said Master Sgt. Jackie Faulkner,
battalion motor sergeant for the 148th
L ogistic Task Force.

The snackswere designated for soldiers
at Eagle Base, and (Camps) McGovern and
Comanche, said Sgt. 1st Class Roy
Marchert, battalion civil affairsliaison for
Task Force 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry.

“The shipment was divided evenly to
the camps, based on population,” Master
Sgt. Faulkner said. “Eagle Base received
40 percent, Camp Comanchegot 35 percent
and Camp McGovern 25 percent.” The
snacks were then distributed within the
camps. “(They) went downto every soldier
and even the civilians and military

personnel attached to the units,” he said.
“The soldiersredly like it and appreciate
the people ‘in the rear’ thinking about
them,” said Master Sgt. Faulkner.

Once they saw the amount and variety
of treats that arrived, soldiers voiced their
appreciation for the donation.

“l got some peanuts, Starbursts, Rice
Krispies Treats, peppermints, granolabars,
PopTartsand alittleteddy bear,” said Sgt.
Gregory Moore, Co.A,,148thLTF.

“It was pretty supportiveto takethetime
out to send this stuff over here,” he said.

“It'sgood to know they aretill thinking
about us,” said Spc. Alan Hughes, alsowith
Co. A. “When they brought in all these
goodieseverybody wasvery excited. Once
webrokeit down, werealized it camefrom
the good people of Georgia. Thisisthefirst
time since |’ ve been here that | received
anything likethis,” hesaid. “It wasareally
good feeling.”

Soldiers Give Quallty Care to Vehlcles

Story by Spc. Grant Calease
Photo by

1st Sgt. John Talbott
Camp Comanche

To keep a large
peacekeeping fleet up and
runningisalarge and important
task. The soldiers from
Headquarters and Head-
quarters Co., 2nd Battalion,
121st Infantry who handle
Quality Assurance/Quality
Control at Camp Comancheare
doing just that.

“We inspect the vehicles
and all the equipment beforethe
units go out on amission. We
make sureall the safety devices
are operational,” said Sgt. 1st
Class Mark McDaniel, the
battalion motor sergeant for
Task Force2-121.

“We make sure the vehicles
areok to go out on patrol,” said
Sgt. Johnny Layfield, a
supervisor with QA/QC.

“We check the vehicles
every week because of theroad
conditions,” he said. Certain
parts of the vehicles need more
attention than others, such as
suspensions, which take a
beating on the Bosnian roads
and brakes dueto the weight of
the M1114 up-armored
Humvees, said Sgt. Layfield.

A team of four soldiers
handle QA/QC, with only two
being on duty at atime because

of other responsibilitiessuch as
guard duty, said Sgt. 1st Class
McDanidl.

Also part of the QA/QC
responsihilitiesare taken up by
soldiers who have to bring the
vehiclesinto get checked every
week.

“Prior to bringing our
vehicle into QA/QC | perform
(preventive maintenance
checks and services), clean the
vehicle and | write down any
problems|’ve had sincethelast
QA/QC,” said Spc. Lance
Coffman, 307th Psychological
Operations Co.

“We normally don't haveto
wait long,” he added. “Its get
in, get fixed and get out.”

When the Humveescomein
to be checked over by the QA/
QC crew they get a full look
over to make surethey areready
to travel the Bosnian
countryside.

“We check everything, the
brakes, lights, fluids, sus-
pension and to see if there are
any leaks,” said Sgt. 1st Class
McDanidl.

The group handles about 20
vehicles a day, which is down
from the 30 a day they had to
check whenthey first arrivedin
country, he said.

“Due to the reduction in
forcefor (Stabilization Force) 10
we have less vehicles we have
to take care of,” said Sgt. 1st

TALON

Staff Sgt. David Minnick, HHC 2-121 looks at a Humvee en-
gine during QA/QC. Vehicles are given athorough inspection
weekly.

ClassMcDanidl.

“When we had more
Humveesto go over it madethe
days go faster,” he said. “But
it's nice to have less because
these guys arefinally getting a
chance to take some breaks.”

The soldiers primarily work
on the M1114 up-armored
Humvees, but have mostly had
to learn about the M1114s on
the job. “The M1114s are
entirely different fromthe M998
Humvees we are used to
working on,” said Sgt. 1st Class
McDaniel. The soldiers went
through a six-day training
course on the M1114s prior to

being deployed to familiarize
them selveswith thevehicle, he
said.

“1 like QA/QC daysbecause
the op tempo isn’'t so high,”
said Spc. Coffman, ashewaited
in line to have his vehicle
inspected. “It allows me to be
sureall of my equipment isready
togo. It svery important to get
your vehicle checked before
you go out on missions,” he
said.

“1 know I’ d rather not go out
without my vehicle getting
properly checked out and
everything that needsit getting
fixed.”

Saturday, September 8, 2001



Georgia College Alumni Gather

Story by Pfc. Michael Bennett
Eagle Base

Alumni of the GeorgiaMilitary College stationed in Multina-
tional Division (North) gathered for adinner with the chief of staff
Aug. 25.

Col. ThomasTorrance, chief of staff, MND(N), is an alumni
and former instructor at the Milledgeville, Ga., college. He hosted
the dinner to create a sense of fellowship among the alumni here,
said Capt. Samuel Ochs, commander,

Approximately 25 soldiers attended the dinner; the majority
being junior enlisted. During the evening they reminisced about
their time at GMC and discussed the mission in Bosnia as both
soldiers and leaders.

The younger soldiers saw this as an opportunity to reestab-
lish old friendships and boost their own morale.

“They should have started doing things like this along time
ago,” said Sgt. KevinWilcox, Company B, 108th Armor. “When
you' ve been taken away from your family and al that’sfamiliar for
suchalongtime, seeing people

Company A, 148th Logistics Task
Force. The dinner was a first-time
event during a Stabilization Forcero-
tation.

Capt. Ochs, an alumnus of GMC
and arecruiter for the school, gave a
presentation to show former students
some of the renovations which have
occured recently, including new class-
rooms and offices. “ There have been
alot of changes at GMC in the last
few years,” he added.

GeorgiaMilitary Collegeisapublic
independent coeducational military

“When you’'ve been taken
away...from all that’s
familiar...seeing people you
went to school with helps.”

Sgt. Kevin Wilcox
Georgia Military College alumni
Co. B,

you went to school with
helps.” Spc. Byron Lee, Com-
pany B, 2nd Battalion, 121st
Infantry, agreed completely.

“It’'sagood ideato get to-
gether with the people who
went before us (at GMC), to
find out what thingswerelike
when they went through,”
said Spc. Lee.

At the end of the dinner,
Col. Torrance addressed the
assembled soldiers, and ex-
horted them to remember,

108th Armor

junior college offering freshman and
sophomore years of college. The primary mission of GMC isto
prepare young men and women to transfer to four-year colleges
and universities.

“We have about 50 alumni from the main campus (who arein
Bosnia)” said Capt. Ochs.

“Plus we have soldiers here who took classes at our distance
learning centersat Fort Benning (Ga.) and Fort Gordon (Ga.).”

to fammanze themselves with the
American army’s equipment and area of

operatlons A joint patrol of Gradacac
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CampM cGovern &speual ly the desserta”
said Cpl. Jh Johnson, atank driver.
goingto havetowork out morejusttotake at nlght and soldiers can sign up for

“What we do here does mat-
ter.” Before the conclusion of the evening, the chief of staff gave
soldiersafinal charge.

“Spread theword,” said Col. Torrance. “ Back home, there are
two schools of thought about what we' re doing here. One group
thinks the war is still going on... the other is saying ‘We have
soldiersin Bosnia?What are they doing there? Tell people what
you' ve seen, so they understand the good we do here.”

three privates,” said Cpl. Johnson. “We
“l'am  runtwo patrols during the day and one
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TFME Holds First Multinational
Combat Llfesaver Course

Story and photos by
Cpl. Anthony Koch
Eagle Base

Trained first-response medical
personnel are valuable assetsto all Army
units. Proper training and quick treatment
can often mean the difference between life
and death. Thegoal of Task ForceMedical
Eagle’'sCombat Lifesaver Certification and
Commander’s Course was to train any
soldiersin Multinational Division (North)
who wanted to learn these skills.

The first Multinational Combat
Lifesaver Courseheld Aug. 15-18 on Eagle
Base gave soldiers from every country in
MND(N) an opportunity to improve their
medical skills. The coursewasa so thefirst
of itskind inthistheater, sinceit combined
additional ‘hands-on’ training, a
multinational atmosphereand acompetition
not included in the standard combat
lifesaver course.

Sixteen soldiers from the Turkish
Battalion, the 22nd Separate Parachute
Airborne Russian Regiment and the U.S.
Army took the course. All of the other
nationsin MND(N) wereinvited, including
members of the Armed Forcesin Bosnia-
Herzegovina, but were unableto attend due
to mission schedules.

The CLC is designed to educate
nonmedical soldiers on how to provide
emergency care — intravenous therapy,
treating shock, applying splintsand mouth-
to-mouth resuscitation — as a secondary
mission. Army doctrine requires each
sguad and crew to have at least one member
trained asacombat lifesaver.

Therearetwo modesof CL qualification,
by correspondence course or video
teletraining. The class offered through
TFME was the correspondence course,
which included self-study materials,
classroom instruction and written exams.
TFME decided to take their course a step
further and add ‘hands-on’ training not
normally included to augment the lessons.

“Thedifferenceswerethelitter obstacle
course, litter carry and loading/unloading
vehicles,” said course honcommissioned
officer in charge, Sgt. 1st Class Gerald E.
Smith. Those three tasks were taken from
the Expert Field Medical Badge test and
incorporated into TFM E’'s combat lifesaver
course, he said

The additional tasks, multinational
element and use of the new litter obstacle
course were enjoyed by the students, and
they felt enhanced the training.

“The person must get wet in training to
not losehislifeinwar,” Pvt. Efe Sinakoglu,

10

Soldiers from the Turkish Battalion move
under the barbed wire obstacle during the
practice run of the litter obstacle course.

amember of the Turkish Battalion, said of
the ‘hands-on’ training.

This course had much longer hours
everyday, than thetypical ‘ duty-day long’
CLC, according to Sgt. 1st Class Smith.

Working hoursfrom 7:30 am. to 10 p.m.
gave troops an opportunity to spend time
with each other and learn about the
different nations' training techniques, such
as loading/unloading ambulances and
medical procedures. TFME's course was
also four days long instead of the normal
three. “Working with the Turkish guys has
been great,” said Spc. Gregory Atkins,
Company A, 148th Logistics Task Force.
“They learned a lot about how we train,

especially the different approaches. They
aso have the same very high standard of
training.”

“We have not seen what type of
equipment and training American soldiers
areusing in thefield before,” said Master
Sgt. Omer Yildiz, amember of the Turkish
Battalion. He added that it was a good
experience because this allows the
multinational forcesto work better together
onjoint missions.

The course wrapped up after the three-
part competition and final test. Intheend,
theU.S. team of soldiersfrom Company B,
2nd Battalion, 121t Infantry won first place
and received a coin and certificate from
TFME commander, Col. Rhonda Cornum.
The soldiersof the Turkish Battalion came
in second, followed by the 22nd SPARR .

“All 16 soldiers passed,” Sgt. 1st Class
Smith said proudly. He added that there
isn’t normally a 100 percent pass rate in
the regular combat lifesaver course. It is
impressive that all soldiers passed this
course, because there was a language
barrier issue due to the multinational
students, he said.

“Those 16 soldiersgo back to their units
highly trained and better prepared to
integrate back into their squad, or platoon
and be the first-line echelon of medical
care,” explained Sgt. 1st Class Smith.

Students of the combat lifesaver course offered by Task Force Medical Eagle practice
the proper technique for loading a 5-ton truck with litters.
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Spc. David Gardner, with 1-121, uses a mirror to in-
spect the undercarriage of atruck entering Eagle Base.

Spc. Nicholas Kranites, with 1-121, searches under the hood of acivilain
vehicle for bombs, and other potential threats.

The Wicked Work of the West

Spc. Jarmusz spent a week with the
Eagle Base guard force, working all
shifts at multiple locations. This is the
third of several articles chronicling his
experiences.

Story and photos by Spc. T.S. Jarmusz
Eagle Base

It's 95 degrees, and ‘humid’ is an understatement. You are
sweating just standing there, trying to avoid the smell of exhaust
fumes coming from the endlessrows of vehicles. Youareaguard
force soldier at the West Gate.

“We make sure that no terrorists come in and no explosives
get smuggled in. The soldiers can sleep better at night knowing
that the threat has been reduced,” said Sgt. Ted Wooten,
noncommissioned officer in charge of the West Gate, with 3rd
Platoon, 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry.

“Weat theWest Gate arethefirst line of defense against anyone
who wants to do something subversive on Eagle Base. We act as
a deterrent to these acts,” said Spc. Nicholas Kranites, with 3rd
Platoon.

Duty at the West Gate and Pedestrian Gateissimilar, except for
one major difference—soldiers at the West Gate have to conduct
vehiclesearches. “ Searching vehiclesisthe most challenging duty
of the West Gate. Soldiers are working outside in the elements
regardless of the conditions, and they still have to search every
vehicle in accordance with the unit SOR,” Sgt. Wooten said.

Spc. Kranites told me about hisjob at the West Gate.

“Any vehicle that comes on Eagle Base comes through the
West Gate. In avehicle search our responsibility isto check 100
percent identification and 100 percent vehicle access check,
(running the plates),” he said. “We search the vehicleinterior for
contraband, such as compact disc writers, (machinesthat copy or
‘write’ information fromacomputer toaCD) floppy disks, recording
devicesand anything out of the ordinary (such asdrugs, weapons
and animals). Guard force soldiers can't alow floppy disks or
other recording devices on base because they pose a threat to
operational security. We also use mirrors to search the under
carriage-of the vehicle (the bottom or underside of avehicle), for
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bombs or anything suspicious,” he said. Because it is a difficult
job, soldiers who conduct vehicle searches are rotated out after
two days, Spc. Kranitessaid. “ Sometimeswewill float to different
positions at the West Gate, and sometimesthey will send usto an
observation post. The commander of the relief and
noncommissioned officer in charge determine who goeswhere,”
he explained. Theresponsibility of avehicle search fallsunder the
soldier who is rotated through the position of searching vehicles
at the West Gate.

Besides the Joint Readiness Training Center exercise, guard
force soldiers don’t receive agreat deal of instruction on how to
do their job prior to arrival. “Thereis not much special training
that goes into learning how to work the West Gate beforehand.
It'sonthejob training. You haveto learn the SOP and get afeel
for the job asyou go aong,” Spc Kranites said.

As the West Gate is the main entry point, soldiers told me
things get hectic sometimes.

“The toughest part of thisjob iswhen you' re busy and traffic
starts backing up. You get on the radio with the VIP's coming
through and people are walking back and forth trying to get
checked in. Meanwhile, you are searching vehiclesand trying to
maintain balance and control,” said Spc. Kranites.

He went on to say the hardest times are during the morning
and afternoon rushes, but soldiers have gotten used to handling
thetraffic.

“When we first arrived here, we had about 600 vehicles and
1,200 people coming through daily. Sincethen it seemslikeit has
dowed down significantly. | don't think we' re getting complacent.
We are getting sharper and more focused,” Spc. Kranites said.

Trying to put the job into perspective, soldiers half jokingly
told methat peoplewho get in trouble are sent to the West Gate to
be punished. Soldiersaready at theWest Gate who get introuble
are sent to conduct vehicle searches.

“It's just the most uncomfortable place to be,” Spc. Kranites
said after hefinished hisshift. “ Guard forceasawholeisasimple
job. Butjust becauseit issimple does not makeit easy, especially
sinceyou haveto doit every day. Wework hard. We areworking
here out on the wire so soldiers inside can work safely,” Spc
Kranitessaid. “It'sajob you can feel good about at the end of the
day because you have done something for others. You have kept
an eye out for everyone on base,” he added.
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SORIANO

Continued from Page 5

Maj. Gen Sorianoimpressed the soldiersof 1st Battalion durin )
histimewithithem. 3 A
“He' sagreat general,” said Capt. Todd Spafford, comm
Company D, 1-153. “He'svery thorough. He'Savery cari
and he' svery intunewith hissoldiers.” Ma. Gen. Sori
impressed the soldiersfrom 3rd Battalion when hemi

Jody Mallory, the driver for 3rd Battalion's ¢
Gen. Sori ano) knowsal ot about what’ S gc)'

Spafford. The 7th 1D |’§ not the
National Guard unifs under it

active componenf' Separate Brigades|
under our command,” Mg ther is (the 24th
Infantry Division) at - The 7th ID has|

two other NG uni

CIVILIAN

Continued from Page 5

Bosnia until she could be escorted to the United States Army
detention facility in Mannheim, Germany, where she remainsin
custody, said M. Karen Pike, chief of criminal law, Task Force
Eagle office of the staff judge advocate.

The NATO Health Clinic, where Sgt. Ruiz was stationed, falls
under the jurisdiction of the 80th ASG and the Kaiserslautern,
Germany-based 21t Theater Support Command. Thecommanding
general of the 21st TSC, M. Gen. William Mortensen, serves as
the general court martial authority. Hewill determinethelocation
of thetria, if oneisto be held.

In the next phase of the proceedings, Sgt. Ruiz’ commanders
will review the charge and recommend disposition. Prior to any
chargebeing referred to ageneral court martial, an officer appointed
pursuant to Article 32, UCMJ, must investigate the charge. An
Article32investigationissimilar toacivilian grand jury, but affords
asoldier morerights, M. Pikeexplained. For example, asoldieris
entitled to be present and his attorney may cross-examine
witnesses and examine and present evidence, unlike in a grand
jury proceeding. A commander in Sgt. Ruiz’s chain of command
will likely appoint an Article 32, said Mg. Pike.

“After the investigation, the commander who appointed the
investigation reviewsthe charges and the recommendation of the
Investigating Officer. The commander may resolvethe chargesor
forward them to Mgj. Gen. Mortensen for action,” according to
Mgj. Pike.

Maj. Gen. Mortensen would then review the case and take
appropriate action, which could include referring the charge to a
general court martial. Unless this caseisreferred as a capital, or
death penalty case, the maximum penalty for an Article 118 charge
is: a reduction to E-1, a forfeiture of al pay and allowances,
confinement for life without possibility of parole and a
dishonorable discharge.

Soldier on the Street

“What are you most looking
forward to when you redeploy?”

he luxury of feeling
thegrassinmy yard

between my toes.”

Sgt. "Meme" Hunter
223rd Military Police Co.
Camp McGovern

am looking forward to
seeing my girlfriend.”

Navy Lt. Michael Mihaly
Headquarters SFOR
Sarajevo

eing able to play

with my kids and

spending timewith
my family and friends.”
Sgt. Pete Moulton

HHT, 3-7 Cav.
Camp McGovern

eing abletohold my
baby boy for the

first time. He was
bornMay 13, 2001.”

Sgt. Corey Smith
HHC, 2-121 In.
Camp Comanche

look forward to being
back withmy family.”

Staff Sgt. Ted Ray
Co. B, 148th LTF
Camp Comanche

euniting with my
R wife, because we

are expecting our
first child."

Cpl. Edward Thomas
HHC, 3rd ID
Camp Comanche




