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Be Fair and Shar_e!

Inthe Jan. 25, 1988, issue, Time magazine provided an insight on selfishnessand itsantithesis, sharing
the introduction of the videocassette recorder, the author wrote,

had made a crucial mistake. While at first Sony
C, the Japanese inventor of the VHS (forma
r , the market was overwhel

Thiswillingnessto shar%formai on dra& calyu

-rxcutSony’s
of themarket, and by 1987 it controlled only 10 percent. Asweall know,
it continuest 3eta-format VCRS, Sony’ s switchto VHS, accordi
aveyard.” Even in a cutthroat business, sharing
isq ending. Weareall des ithinventc

er.. i ) C

.
S

@ c 0
0D SFOR 10.
blessing in st

Isamystery, and today is a gift; that’'swhy they call it the present.”
not what happensto aman. It iswhat a man does with what happensto him.” (Aldous

> fear oﬂtri king out getinyour way.” (BabeRuth)

Tuesda ad up, but be careful to keep your nose at afriendly level.” (Max L. Forman)

Wednesd 3ehold thetur 2 only makes progress when he stickshisneck out.” (James Bryant Conant)
sday: “Weboil at different degrees.” (Ralph Waldo Emer son)

: “Desire nothing for yourself which you do not desire for others.” (Spinoza)

By Chaplain (Capt.) Keith Croom
Eagle Base —
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Sept. 14.

The effects of the blast and |
the fire are evident in this }
14, 2001, photo-
graph. The office was in the
section of the Pentagon slated |
to be renovated next. (DoD
photo by Staff Sgt. Larry A.
Simmons, U.S. Air Force)

FBlagents, firefighters, rescue
workers and engineers work
at the Pentagon crash site
(DoD photo by
Tech. Sgt. Cedric H. Rudisill)

Bush calls on U.S. to Defend Freedom
Authorizes Guard and Reserve Call-ups

Compiled from articles written by American Forces
Information Service Staff Writers

“Now that war has been declared on us, wewill lead (America)

to victory,” President Bush said following a conversation with

New York City Mayor Rudy Guiliani

defensefor reserve affairs, told reporters Sept. 14 that volunteers
would fill the majority of positions requested under the call up.
Service members will conduct port operation missions,
medical support, engineering support, general civil support and
homeland defense operations.

and New York Governor George
Pataki Sept. 13.

Thefollowing day, the president
authorized thecall up of upto 50,000
National Guardsman and reservists
to active duty to support national
security efforts in the wake of the
Sept. 11terrorist attacksin New York
and Washington.

“A national emergency existsby
reason of theterrorist attacks at the
World Trade Center (and) the
Pentagon, and the continuing and
immediate threat of further attacks
on the United States,” Bush said.

Bush also led the nation in
mourning the expected thousands
of peoplelost inthe attacksin D.C.
andN.Y., andin Pennsylvania.

The service was an example of
American unity: All faiths, races,
political persuasionswereoneat the
more than one-hour-long service.
Billy Graham, often called
“America s Preacher,” touched on
this as he delivered the sermon at
the service.

“ A tragedy like this could have
torn our country apart,” Graham
said. “But instead, it has united us and we have become afamily.
So those perpetrators who took this on to tear us apart, it has
worked the other way. It has backfired and we are more united
than ever before.”

The military services reviewed mission requirements and so
far have recommended a call-up of around 35,000 Guard and
Reserve members, officials said. DoD has named the military
response to the terrorist attacks “ Operation Noble Eagle.”

Craig W. Duehring, principle deputy assistant secretary of

A wall of the E-Ring of the Pentagon leans inward and
other walls show fire damage in this Sept. 14
photograph. The terrorist attack caused extensive
damage to the west face of the building. (DoD photo
by Staff Sgt. Larry A. Simmons, U.S. Air Force)

Participation under the call-up
asof Sept. 14this: Army, 10,000;
Air Force, 13,000; Navy, 3,000;
Marines, 7,500; and Coast Guard,
2,000, officialssaid.

As calls of support come to
Washington from around the
globe, Bush said, he and his
security team are working on a
campaign to win the war on
terrorists. Hetold Gov. Pataki and
Mayor Guiliani that his “resolve
is steady and strong about
winning this war that has been
declared on America.”

Secretary of State Colon Powell
said Sept. 12 that Americansmust
understand that thiswar won't be
quick strikes and over. It won't
end with a single counterattack
against one individual, he said.

“It's going to be a long-term
conflict, andit’sgoing to befought
on many fronts — the military
front, theintelligencefront, thelaw
enforcement front, the diplomatic
front,” Powell said.

An army of firemen, rescue
workers, police and troops
continue to work together to sift through wreckage at the
Pentagon’swest wall.

The Defense Department’s headquarters “took a big
hit” Sept. 11, said John F. Irby, director of the Pentagon’s
Federal Facilities Division, at a Sept. 14 news conference.
Two-thirds of the Pentagon, however, can be operated in
a normal manner, he said, attributing that fact to the
building’s reinforced concrete construction.

“The Pentagon is an amazing building,” he said.
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Recreation Area Dedicated to WWII
1-121 Medal of Honor Recipient

Story and photo by Sgt. Rhonda Morgan
Eagle Base

The newly renovated recreation area on Eagle Base was
dedicated to aWorld War |1 Medal of Honor winner who served
with 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry Regiment, and 8th Infantry
Division, Sept. 16.

Staff Sgt. John Minick was awarded the medal “for gallantry
and intrepidity at the
risk of hisownlife,” in
Hurtgen,Germany,
Nov. 21,1944,

“Itisaprivilege to
dedicate this facility.
Recognizing a heroic
American in this
manner is a token of
our respect and
admiration,” said Maj.
Gen. Walter Sharp,
commander,
Multinationa Division
(North), during his
remarks at the
ceremony. Lt. Col.
Harve Romine, batt-
alion commander of 1-121, Magj. Jeffrey Breor, executive officer
with 1-121, Norman Marcus, MoraleWelfare and Recreation Chief
and Col. Thomas Stewart, deputy brigade commander, 48th Inf.
Bde., and ground forces commander MND(N) werejust afew of
the attendees at the ceremony.

“His actions were the epitome of the citizen-soldier ethic that
timeand again hasmade Americagreat,” Maj. Gen. Sharp said.

Continued on Page 12

Command Sgt. Maj. Marvin Glass (left)
and Command Sgt. Maj. Walter Kegley,
both with 1-121, unveil the sign.
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Psychological Operations and

Compute

Story and photos by
Cpl. Anthony Koch
Eagle Base
Spc. Daniel Lucas
Camp McGovern
Spc. Grant Calease
Camp Comanche

Sldiers from Task Force Eagle recently helped

ring Bosniainto the 21st century by delivering
omputers to local schools.

The 486th Civil Affairs Battalion distributed 18
computers to schools near Camps Comanche and
McGovern, giving three computers apiece to schools
representing the Croat, Serb and Muslim populations
of each area, said Mgj. James Green, 486th Civil Affairs
stationed at Camp McGovern.

Meanwhile, the 307th Psychological Operations
Company, from Eagle Base, hasalso been allotted seven
computersto donate to local schools. On Sept. 6, they
donated thefirst to aschool in Crnjelovo Donje. It was
the first computer to be installed in that school.

Sgt. Jesse Pruett of the 486th Civil Affairs Battalion shakes hands with Marko The Division Automation Management Office gave
Dominkovic, a principal of Fejlija Starcevic Elementary School in Orasje.“ These  the Civil Affairs unit the computers from stock they
computers will make a lot of difference in our courses,” he told the soldiers. ~ considered obsolete.

Computers were donated to the Vlasenica, Zvornik, Srebenica, Bratunac, “These computers will make alot of differencein
Crenelevo Donje, Bresso Polje, Celic and Kravica school systems. The goalwas ~ our courses,” said Mr. Manko Dominkovic, one of the
to send the computer systems to the more economically challenged areas ofthe ~ principals of an elementary school in Orasje that
region. Numerous electronic gifts were sent to schools with Bosnian-Serb, Bosnian-  received three systems. “Now we can allow more of our
Croat and Bosniac students.The PC’s were declared surplus and turned overto  students to take the computer course.”

the U.S. State Department for donation to the local schools and authorities. A According tothe 307th’s Sgt 1st Class ChrisLowery
total of 27 computer were donated. adding computersto the curriculum raised the level of
education children in
northern Bosnia could
receive

“The bottom line is
that we want the
country to be able to
make life better for
itself,” said Maj.
Michael Birchfield, the
commander of the
307th. “If the children
get a better education,
become more tech-

The 486th Civil Affairs
stationed at Camp
McGovern and the
307th Psychological
Operations Company
from Eagle Base
distributed 18 com-
puters to schools near
Camps Comanche and
McGovern.
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Civil Affairs Work to Donate...

rs for Kids

nically awareand haveachancetolearn
some computer skills, then that’s going
to help bring them up to par with kids
from other countries.”

The schoolsreceiving the computers
from the 307th did not have any prior to
thisdelivery.

Dragan Maksimovic, the director of
the school in Crnjelovo Donje, said that
the computer was an important addition
to the school’s technical information
program, which already includes
computer-science classes.

“Hopefully, by having computer-
literate people, they’ll be able to creste
better jobs, which makes the economy
better in thelong term and hel psimprove
the situation in Bosnia,” said Sgt. 1st
ClassLowery.

The schools chosen to receive the
computers were decided upon with

assistance from those who would know
best — people who live in the towns.

“We wanted to send computersto more
economically challenged areas,” said Sgt.
1st Class Danny Ray Martin, 486th Civil
Affairs. “And we had the help of our
interpreters to find the areas that needed
more help so that we could give these
computers to students who need them the
most.”

The Civil Affairs soldiers had positive
hopesfor the outcome of their own mission.

“In most of the rooms of these schools,
thereisnothing,” said Maj. Green. “These
computers will be a great help. It's like
Christmas coming early for theseteachers
and students. We have talked to DAMO,
and we can make requestsfor systemsthat
have been cleaned off and deemed
obsolete. If they have them, then we can
give them to schools.”

Saturday, September 22, 2001

(Above) Staff Sgt. Ted Vytlacil with 307th Psy-
chological Operations Company, carries one of the
many donated computers into an elementary
shcool. (Right) Staff Sgt. Vytlacil helps install one
of the 18 computers donated. These computers
will help further education at the Crnjelovo Donje
school.

Computer Statistics

“In the past decade ... the number of
jobs requiring computer skills has in-
creased from 25 percent of all jobs in
1983 to 47 percent in 1993. By 2000,
... 60 percent of the nation’s jobs will
demand these skills— and pay an aver-
age of 10 to 15 percent more than jobs
involving no computer work.”

Todd Oppenheimer, “The Computer De-
lusion”, The Atlantic Monthly, July 1997

Percentage of American
Schools Wired to the
Internet

1995 1996 1997

All schools: 50 65 78
Elementary: 46 61 75
Secondary: 65 77 89
City: 47 64 74
Rural: 48 60 79

“Wired to the World,” Newsweek,
December 14, 1998, pg. 20



Choir Tours

Story and photos by Pfc. Michael Bennett
Eagle Base

The Multinational Division (North)
Gospel Choir began its first-ever tour of
American basesin BosniaAug. 31.

The choir isacombination of smaller
choirsfrom Eagle Base and Camp
Comanche. The group’ s45 members
performed concerts at Forward Operating
Base Conner Aug. 31, Eagle Base Sept. 2,
Camp Butmir Sept. 7 and Camp
McGovern Sept. 9.

Soldiers in the choir represent a wide
range of unitsincluding the 648th Engineer
Company; 2nd Battalion, 3rd Aviation
Regiment; 1st and 2nd Battalions, 121st
Infantry and the 3rd Infantry Division. The
vocal groups also consist of soldiers from
previousrotationsand new leadership from
the beginning of the Stabilization Force 9
rotation.

Each of the musicians brought unique
viewpoints and ideas into making the
gospel chair asuccessful ministry.

“Beforeweleft Ft. Stewart (Ga), | (was
told) | was going to be in charge of the
gospel services at Camp Comanche,” said
Chaplain (1stLt.) ArtieMaxwell, 2-121.“|
asked Sgt. (Clinton) Shaw to organize the
choir when we got here, and he'sjust taken
itfromthere.”

“I’m using the gift God gave me,” said

To Lift Soldiers’ Spirits

Sgt. Shaw, 2-121, the director
of thechoir & Camp Comanche.
“He gave me a gift, and if |
don't use it wisely, he might
takeit back. Sol useittoglorify
him. I'm using his gift to draw
othersto him.”

Sgt. Shaw said that he was
called to the music ministry
about a year prior to the

deployment and started
directing his choir back home
at that point.

The music the choir uses
“1 brought with mefrom
home,” said Sgt. Shaw. “It’s
the same music we sing
there.”

Thisisthefirst tour for the
singers, but the separate
groups have been a part of the
gospel ministry at thetwo base
camps since the beginning of
the rotation.

According to Chaplain
(Capt.) William Sheffield, 3rd 1D,
the chaplain in charge of the
gospel servicesat Eagle Base, choirsarea
basic part of gospel worship.

“Preaching, prayer and song,” said
Chaplain Sheffield. “Those are the three
basic parts of a gospel service.”

Chaplain Maxwell agreed. “ Eachrotation

has had agospel choir (at

Spc. Latasha Williams, Co. D, 148th LTF, raises her voice
in song during asolo.

8

most of the base camps).
We're just extremely
blessed to have so much
talent. We have severa
people who can play the
guitar and several who
can play the drums.
WEe've got quite a lot of
very talented people
here.”

Those talented people
run the gamut of
experience with the
choirs, including some
who’ve never worked
with choral music in the
past.

Sgt. Michael Sapwell,
Co. D 1-58th Aviation
Regiment, for example,
joined the choir during
SFOR 8 athough he had
never experienced singing
in front of others before.
Sgt. Diane Haynes, 129th
Postal Company, sang
with gospel choirs back
home, but found the tour
to be enlightening. Sgt.
Haynes explained that
even though the choir
was from different back-
grounds, those differ-

TALON

(Above) Pfc. Samuel Berry, 632nd Mechanic Co.,
Spc. Jose Flores, 148th Logistics Task Force, Sgt.
Carl Bobb, 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry, and Spc.
Karen Norrington, 148th LTF, sing with the choir.
(Below) Chaplain (1st Lt.) Artie Maxwell, 2nd
Battalion,121st Infantry, ministers to the gathered
audience between songs from the choir.

ences were put aside.

“It was an awesome experience. It's not
about who we are or where we comefrom,
it's about praising and worshiping Jesus
Christ,” said Sgt. Haynes.

Pfc. MelindaWilliams, Company D, 1st
Battalion, 58th Aviation Regiment joined
the choir last April, early in this rotation,
and feelsastrong spiritual connectionwith
the choir. She also feels that they shared
this spiritual link with audience members
during the tour, inspiring and motivating
soldiers at every stop. “I’ve never sang
before with a choir,” said the Camp
Comanche soldier. “I really feel like I'm
getting closer to the Lord because of it.”

“I"m not only ministering to people in
song, | feel like I’ ve gained afamily from
this,” the musician said. “We've gotten a
phenomenal response to the tour. From
singing I'vefelt like I’'m not only helping

others, but that we’ve been Igel ing
ourselves.” Continued on Page 1
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LTF Soldier Named NCO of Rotation

Story and photo by Spc. Grant Calease
Camp Comanche

Anaward wasgivento aCamp Comanche soldier who provided
a shining example for his soldiers to follow and help turn them
into better servicemembers.

Staff Sgt. Jon Bates, Co. K, 148th L ogistics Task Force aviation
platoon member, was awarded the noncommissioned officer of
the Stabilization Force 9 rotation. Sgt. Batesis attached to Co. K
from the 159th Aviation Maintenance Battalion, Hunter Army
Airfidd, Ga

Staff Sgt. Bates' journey toward NCO of the rotation began at
lowest level.

“1 was chosen to go up for company NCO of the Month in
May. (That same month) | went up to the next level and won
battalion NCO of the Month,” he said.

In Jduly, the previous battalions' NCO of the month winners
were brought together for NCO of the Rotation. The winner went
to the Camp Comanche NCO of the Rotation competition and
finally to Eagle Base
to competefor SFOR
NCO of therotation,
against winnersfrom
EagleBaseand Camp
McGovern.

Staff Sgt. Bates,
has been in the
Army for five years
and plans on stay-
inginfor many years
to come. He was
promoted to E-6 just
after the luncheon
held in the winners
honor.

He explained
what the competitionswerelike.

“We went before a board. We did reporting and facing
movements and spoke about ourselves, giveabrief history of our
service and include our career goas,” he said.

“1 didn’t expect to win. | didn’t even study at all,” said Staff
Sgt. Bates. “I’ ve done boards before and been studying for years,
soit'sall there.”

Command Sgt. Mgj. George Ruo, M ultinational Division (North)
command sergeant major, said while speaking at the luncheon,

Staff Sgt. Jon Bates, Co. K 148th Logistics Task Force, works on
avionics equipment for the helicopters stationed at Camp Comanche.
Sgt. Bates was named SFOR NCO of the Rotation.

Then-Sgt. Jon Bates was named NCO of the Rotation after
being selected by several boards. Those boards were an initial
“Soldier of the Month” board for the 148th, an NCO of the
Rotation board for Camp Comanche and a board for all of Task
Force Eagle held on Eagle Base.

said that “agreat deal of extratime and effort went into studying
and preparing for the final board.”

“This is a great thing to continue while being deployed,
especialy inthisenvironment.”

Maj. Gen. Walter Sharp, commander, MNDN(N), al so attended
the luncheon.

Staff Sgt Bates said heisstill waiting for the realizaton that he
won the NCO of the Rotation to hit him.

“It’s an honor, but it doesn’t really change anything. I'm still
going to bethe same NCO and the same person I’ ve always been,”
At the end of thismonth I'll be going home and I'll still be Staff
Sgt. Batesand I'll still have ajob to do,” he said.

For hisefforts, Staff Sgt. Batesreceived an Army Achievement
Medal, AAFES coupons, gift packs from Morale Welfare and
Recreation and a$100 gift certificate from AAFES.

Co. K is the direct support maintenance for both UH-60
Blackhawk and OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters stationed at
Camp Comanche. The avionics platoon soldiers work on all
electrical components, such as navigation and weapons systems,
said Staff Sgt. Bates.

“I"m in avionics production control, “ he said. “When
our unit gets work orders, | distribute the work out to the
people in the platoon.”

Staff Sgt. Batesand hisfellow soldiershave been keeping
very busy whilein Bosnia

“My platoon alone has done over 1,300 work orders
since we' ve been here. It's been work, work, work,” said
Staff Sgt. Bates, who has been on Comanche since March.

The troops in Co. K’s avionics platoon usually work
from7 am. to 5 p.m. six daysaweek. Lately, though, their
workload has decreased due to soldiers redeploying, said
Staff Sgt. Bates.

“It's been slower because the aircraft we have been
working on are heading back to the states and the new
onesarecomingin. It'sagray area,” said Staff Sgt. Bates.

The soldierswho work alongside Staff Sgt. Batesfeel he
iswell-deserving of the award he has received.

“He does agreat job. He's one always to get out there
and get thejob done,” said Spc. Bernard Wetzel, who works
with Staff Sgt. Batesin the Co. K maintenancetrailers.

“It didn’t surprise me when he won.”

Saturday, September 22, 2001 TALON



Tuzla Makes Use of Needed Blood

Story by Pfc. Michael Bennett
Photos by Maj. Pekka Turunen
Eagle Base

The average adult American has about seven to nine pints of
bloodintheir system at any giventime.Task Force Medical Eagle's
28th Combat Support Hospital keeps a few more than that on
hand. But most of it sits, unused, on its shelves.

However, during Stabilization Force9, aprogram wasreinitiated
that had fallen by the wayside during earlier SFOR rotations for
unknown reasons,according to Capt. Wendy Bailey, 28th CSH,
the laboratory services officer at TFME.

Starting last June, the CSH began donating extrablood to Tuzla
University Hospital. Three donations have been delivered since
restarting the program, one each alsoin July and September. They
have donated a total of 27 units, or

have a great problem because of poor response by Bosnian
citizens.”

Dr. Divkavic-Mott explained that the amount of blood needed
varies with the type of surgery performed, but often the numbers
are high. During one operation alone, athird of thetotal donations
was used.

“The other day we had aboy inwith aspineinjury, and during
his surgery, we had to use eight units of blood,” she said.

Bosnian hospitals were never extremely well stocked in the
past, but donation rates have been markedly worse since the war.
On the other hand, TFME’s excess stemsfrom the quiet American
mission here.

“We don’'t see too many traumas here,” said Spc. Medina.
“That's a good thing, it means nobody’ s getting hurt.”

TFME receivesitssupply fromthe United StatesArmy, Europe
Blood Donor Center in Germany.

pints, during those three trips.

“We chose Tuzla University
becausewehadtolook at local hospitals
first. Thereisacritica timeframebefore
the blood goes bad during transpor-
tation,” she said.

TFME always makes sure that its
own quotas are met before scheduling
atransfer, so they can properly provide
for any soldier requiring atransfusion.

Donations to TUH are only made
when a new supply comes in and the
old supply isclosetoitsexpiration date,
but early enough to give the hospital a
reasonable time to use it. “We try to

“A lot of work goes
into one unit of blood,
rather than throw it
away, I'd (prefer to)
see it put to use.”

Spc. Victor Medina
laboratory technician, TFME

Because of thelow demand for blood,
the center has started sending TFME
blood with alonger “ shelf life.”
“They (the center) maintain a
constant update of our supply here
through weekly updates we send
them,” said Spc. Medina “They’ll
determine our needs based upon that.”
Starting the program again required
extrawork from membersof 28th CSH.
“We can't enter into an agreement like
this with one of the local hospitals on
our own,” said Capt. Bailey. In addition
to coordinating the donations, TFME
had to work out the details with the

make surethey haveat least seven days
to use the blood,” said Spc. Victor
Medina, 28th CSH laboratory technician.

According to Capt. Bailey, the blood rarely lasts that long,
though. “This blood isvery important to the local hospital. They
have to perform a high rate of transfusions every day. With their
low donation rate, they go through their normal blood supply
weekly,” shesaid.

Loca physiciansagreethat TFME’sdoantionsarevital.“ Every
blood donation is important to us,” said Dr. Slavica Divkavic-
Mott of TuzlaUniversity Hospital'stransfusion department. “We

Staff Judge Advocate, Civil Affairs
Battalion, the (Bosnian) Department of
State and the Division Surgeon’s office.

“We're also trying to get something worked out with the
hospital in Doboj, in the Serbian area,” said Capt. Bailey. “We
want to maintain... that we are not supporting one group over
another. That's why we're trying to get this set up in more than
just one area.”

In addition to donating the blood, TFME &l so tracksits use by
the hospital, as a means of making sure the blood is used as well
aspossible, said Capt. Bailey.

Spc. Victor Medina, 28th CSH, unloads the shipment of blood supplies
at the Tuzla University Hospital.
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The hospital has donated a total of 27 units(Photo
courtesy of University of Maryland website)
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Guard Force Soldiers Keep Watch with...

Eyes Wide Open

Spc. Jarmusz spent a week with the Eagle Base
guard force, working all shifts at multiple loca-
tions. This is the last of several articles chroni-

cling his experiences.

Story and photo by Spc. T.S. Jarmusz
Eagle Base

As part of my week-long assignment
with the Eagle Base guard force, | was sent
out to work third shift at Observation Post
9 with Spc. Matthew Elrod, a guard force
soldier with 2nd Platoon, 1st Battalion,
121st Infantry. | arrived just after midnight
and looked around at the small confines |
would call ‘the office’ for the next eight
hours. Spc. Elrod introduced himself and
told me about the job.

“Our jobisto observethe perimeter and
make sure no one is trying to breach the
wire. We also watch the construction gate,
and conduct dismounted patrols around the
perimeter,” hesaid.

“We listen for things like shots fired. If
we hear something, wetry to get an azimuth
on the direction of the shot, confirm with
another OPand call itintothe Base Defense
Operations Center,” said Spc. Elrod. Onthird
shift, two soldiers work the OP because of
reduced visibility and to help fight fatigue,
he said.

‘Fatigue,” | thought, ‘I’ ve had three cups
of coffee, and it'll be hard enough to sit
till- let alonefall adleep.’

Spc. Elrod advised me that during the
day thereisonly one personinthe ORP The
guard force soldiers rotate positions
occasionally, at the discretion of com-
mander of the relief, but for the most part,
they remain stationary.

At around 2:30 am. | could feel the
fatigue setting in, and we still had morethan
five hours to go. “Watch out for the ‘Z
monster,”” he

way down the flight of
slippery, dimly lit steps.
Heading out along Per-
imeter Road, | trudged
along through the mud,
looking for — even
hoping for — some-
thing. Anything. Onthe
way back | saw more of
the same. Nothing.

“See anything?’ he
asked. “Just therain,” |
said. We talked some
more and | asked him
about dealingwith mon-
otony.

“A lot of people
think thisisan easy job,
and to be honest, it's
not that difficult. Bore-
dom isthe hardest part.
| would rather beon the
outside of thewirethan
just sitting here,” said
Spc. Elrod.

| asked him if there
was something positive about being a guard
forcesoldier.

“l get satisfaction knowing that | am
helping the next generation of Bosnians get
back on their feet. That wasthereason | came
here,” said Spc. Elrod.

Around 3:30 am. avehiclepulledintothe
construction gate. We watched for a few
moments, thinking they might be young
lovers. After breaking out the Night Vision
Goggles, | realized they weren’t loversat all,
but just two men sitting in the car talking to

each other and

said. “The ‘Z

monster,” what's “ : :

that?" | yawned. Being here in the tower
“He comes watching the perimeter, | feel

out on third shift . .

and tries to put like | am protecting the

yautosiesphe people here. My fellow

sald. - . ”
“Ithinkl can SOldiers depend on my job.

makeit,” | said,

though I knew | Spc. Calvin Bell

had to do some-
thing to stay
awake.

a guard force soldier with 2nd PIt.

smoking. | didn’t
know whether to
laugh or be
concerned. Spc.
Elrod caledit back
to the Pedestrian
Gate, but before
the ranger patrol
came to inves-
tigate, the vehicle
sped away. “Well,
itlookslikewehad
our excitement for

| decided
now was probably a good time to go do
one of those dismounted patrols | heard
about. | grabbed my wet-weather gear, M-
16 and L oad-BearingVest, and worked my

Saturday, September 22,2001

the evening,” Spc.
Elrodsaid.

At amost 4:00 am., there were lights
coming our way. Dinner, or breakfast asit was,
had arrived. Sinceit wastill dark | put ascoop
of this and that on my tray and hoped it was

TALON

At the break of dawn, Spc. Calvin Bell, with 1-121, scans
his sector for anything out of the ordinary.

anything but grits. | finished the meal
just asmy replacement arrived.

| thanked Spc. Elrod, and decided to
goto OP 12 and speak with Spc. Calvin
Bell, aguard force soldier with 2nd PIt.

“Sowhat do you like about thisjob?’
| asked.

“It’'s rewarding knowing we have
been here for four months without
having any incidents or breachesin the
wire. It’' s nice to know soldiers on base
can sleep peacefully,” said Spc. Bell.
“Being here in the tower watching the
perimeter, | feel like | am protecting the
people here,” he added.

Wewatched thefencelinefor awhile;
thisone had aview of somehouses. The
light of day finally did manage to show
itsface. Morning had finally arrived, and
it wouldn’t be long until we were
relieved. “Whentheciviliansopen their
windows and come out in the morning,
they know that we are here for peace.
They see usand know that they are safe
and that thereishope,” Spc. Bell said.

That'sagreat way tolook at things, |
thought. And before | could finish the
thought, first shift had arrived and was
ready to take over themission. For me, it
signified the end of my week with guard
force. For theguard forcesoldiers, it was
the end of another night out onthewire.
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DEDICATION

Continued from Page 5

The ideafor the dedication came from members of the 1-121
from the 48th Infantry Brigade, GeorgiaNational Guard and Mgj.
Alan Morris, former Eagle Base mayor, according to Command
Sgt. Mg Walter Kegley, ground forces sergeant major.

lot of work tIfind
Georgia Guardsmen.

just the right per
21st, it was discoveréd that

“In reseafching the histo
Staff SgtsMinick wasaMedal
121, afhd weall agreed it wodldbefitting to name the recréetional
areaafter him,” said Comman j

qulzxi meately 800 soldiers

2121t arecurr working
on bothjEagle Base and Camyp nche and areresponsiblefor
force protection and presen
"= il
“l am proud to have twg;
Regiment of the GeorgiaZ
our Task Force Eagleteg
The recreational

lons of the*121st Infantry
. Guard asvita membersof
Sen. Sharp.

the soccer field, football
field and running tra ere are plansto expand the
areato include a ‘ putting®green, driving range and picnic area.
The dedication sign is at the entrance of the mile-long track and
includes the citation of Saff Sgt. Minick’s MOH with both the
‘old gray bonnet’ and the 8th Infantry Div. insigniaon its sides.
“Itwill bealasting tribute to the memory of Staff Sgt. Minick from
soldiersof the 121st Infantry, and asymbol for al to know that the
121st Infantry Regiment liveson,” said Command Sgt. Ma. Kegley.

CHOIR

Continued from Page 8

=
(o

Theideaof aMND(N) choir stemmed from arequest from 1st Sgt.
Sibley Matchett, 2nd Battalion, 121st Infantry, first sergeant for
the soldiersat FOB Conner.

“Hesaid ‘we get (rhythm and blues) acts, we get rock acts, we
even get country acts, but we don’t get anything to minister to
the soldiers' spiritual needs,” said Sgt. 1st Class Lee Mosley,
Task Force Medical Eagle’ sfirst sergeant.

“From there we got theideato try bringing the choirstogether
and traveling MND(N),” said Chaplain Maxwell, the gospel
minister at Camp Comanche.

However, joining both choirs again for onelast time before
the end of the rotation proved to be a bit tricky.

Sgt. 1st Class Mosley explained that the vast majority of the
difficulties encountered arose from how busy all of the unitsare
at this point in the rotation, trying to get packed up, cleared,
cleaned and ready to be redeployed. Still, once that situation
was resolved, there were few other problems bringing the two
choirs together for the tour.

“We've combined off and on for services (at both base
camps)” on special occasions, said Sgt. 1st Class Mosley. “The
only real challenge for this tour was getting everyone rel eased
fromtheir jobsfor rehearsals.”

According to Pfc. Williams, “ everything went smoothly. |
didn’t see any problems bringing this (the tour) together.”

At all the camps, the choir made ministry a part of their show
aswell asmusic, spreading the gospel and revitalizing soldiers
faith wherever they could.

Sgt. Sapwell explained that six soldiers converted during
their performance at FOB Conner, an experience he said made
thewholetour feel worthwhile.

“We received awonderful reaction,” said Sgt. Haynes.
“People were responding to the music, clapping their hands
and dancing. They were very receptive to the music ministry.”

Soldier on the Street

“What has been one highlight of
your deployment to Bosnia?”

e get a chance to
Whelp the people

rebuild schools
and their houses.”

Sgt. 1st Class

Danny Martin

486th CIMIC Battalion
Camp McGovern

urning in two compan-
ies worth of equip-
ment plus all the

Bradleys and tanks at Camp
McGovern very easily.”

Capt. Ryan Ussery
HHT, 3-7 Cav.
Camp McGovern

earning how to com-
municatein adifferent

language.”

Spc. Ashley Neill
Co. D, 3-153rd Infantry
Camp McGovern

eing able to interact

and see that we have

madeadifferencehere.
Actually seeing that we make
adifference.”

Spc. John Mcintyre
Co. D, 3-153rd Infantry
Eable Base

ing adifferent part of
heworld, experiencing
ther cultures.”

Spc. Nathan Pennington
Co. D, 3-153rd Infantry
Camp McGovern

oing to the schoolsto
deliver "Mirko" mag-
azinesand seeing the

childrenlook happy toreceive
them.”

Sgt. Javier Arzola
307th PSYOPS
Eagle Base




