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Word on the street...

“If you could have any job for a day, what woud it be and why?”

Saff Sgt. RonnieButts
Scout
ATroop, 104th Cav.
CampMorgan

“1 would love to be a
doctor becauseit’sin my
blood to help people.”

Maj.ArjoKaarre
Cimic Officer
FINCON

“ Airport security because |
think that job would be
interesting.”

Spc. ChrisinaBartholomew
Administrative Specialist
330th Medical Det.

“1 would like to be a Black
Hawk pilot because that is
thejob | originally wanted.”

Be who you are and say what you feel. Those who matter don’t

mind and those who mind don’t matter.

~ Dr. Suess

Lt.Col.Byron Ross
Director of Logistics
AreaSupport Group

“ Trauma surgeon. | would
like to save lives.”

Sgt. JamieAllen
ReservePay NCO
220th Finance Det.

“1 would like to be an
actress, maybe in a comedy or
action film, to get the
experience.”

Sgt.Andrew Schrantz
Scout
CTroop, 104th Cav.
CampMcGovern

“ A pilot because my
grandfather flew and I’ ve
always been fascinated with
planes.”

2

About the covers: Front,
One of the many fruits
imported from Italy to MND
(N), currants are small
seedless raisins. Photo by
Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster.
Back, In true Marine Corps
style, Marines and former
Marines gathered to
celebrate the Corps’ 227th
birthday. Photo illustration by
Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster.
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Food inspectors go sub-zero to
guarantee food safety for soldiers

Soryand photosby
Sgt. 1st ClassKelly Luster

Editor, 354th MPAD
PETRINJA, Croatia — What would

amount of attentionisthat whichisrightin
front of you. Troops pass through the
chow lineat the variousdining facilitieson
adaily basis never questioning the safety
of the food being spooned, scooped and
flipped onto plates. Snacks are purchased

you say if someonetold youthewarehouse by the bagfull at the Post Exchange often

in which al the food
served at different
bases throughout
Multinational Divi-
sion (North) is in-
fested with rodents,
bugs and bacteria?
According to Staff
Sgt. Amy Weaver,
food inspection non-
commissioned officer,
4227 Veterinary Ser-
vices Detachment,
youwill never haveto
answer that question.

“It's my job to
make sure the food
thesoldiersareeating
isokay,” saidWeaver.
“If thereis something
wrong with the food
and soldiers become
sick, it could ulti-
meately affect them do-
ing their mission.
That won't happen as long as I’'m doing
thisjob.”

Often something that gets the least

“If there is
something wrong
with the food
soldiers could
become sick...
that won’t happen
as long as I'm

doing this job.”

Staff Sgt. Amy
Weaver

422nd Veterinary
Services Det.

without a second
thought. The Cinna-
mon Toast Crunch,
bannanas and bagels
come from some-
where — that some-
where could be the
United Sates, Italy,
Germany, Hungary, or
a local supplier. But
what does it take to
get it to you — the
soldier?

According to
Mark  Orthman,
project manager for
Theodor Wille Inter-
trade, one of the com-
panies supplying
foodtotheU.S. armed
services throughout
the Balkans, there's
almost no possible
way in which the
food being shipped
for the consumption of soldierscan betam-
pered with due to the stringent system of
checks it goes through getting here.

Mark Orthman, Theodor Wille Intertrade project manager, discusses a pallet
of expired products that is scheduled to be destroyed with Staff Sgt. Amy
Weaver.

4

Staff Sgt. Amy Weaver checks a
pallet of rice for signs of bug or
rodent infestation.

“When the items come from a ware-
housein the United States, they go through
our quality assurance,” said Orthman. “Be-
fore the items are palletized they are
checked. A supervisor checksthem again
before being shrink-wrapped. They get
placed in agovernment-supplied container
for shipping and are sealed. Once they
arrivein herethey go through several more
checks.”

Orthman said products are inspected
again oncethey arrivein the warehouse to
ensure they meet all standards put forth
by the Department of Defense. They must
have been shipped in the proper container
and kept at the correct temperature. That's
when veterinary services getsinvolved.

“1 check all the locations that are used
tostorefood that isused for soldiers,” said
Weaver. She inspects dining facility stor-
age areas and AAFES storage facilities.
Even thoughWeaver'smain concernisthe
inspection of food products once they ar-
rive here, shesaid sheisnot thefirst line of
defense, but rather one of thefinal lines of
of defense. She said food that eventually
reaches troops go through at least a half a
dozen different inspections.

“When we check out alocation wemake
sure they follow avery strict set of guide-
lines. For example, an extreme cold storage
site has to maintain a certain temperature
and records to show that it is being moni-
toredonaregular basis.” Weaver said fluc-
tuation in food temperatures could cause
different bacteria to grow and could po-
tentially make soldiersill.
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Many of the foods in the
dining facilities are flash fro-
zen and kept at temperature
reaching minus 20 F or more.
The purpose for the extreme
cold temperature is maintain-
ing freshness in the product.
According to Orthman, even
though an item may be frozen
it still hasashelf life.

“When somethingisfrozen
there is still movement in the
fat cells of that product. The
extreme cold temperature and
quick freezing processnot only
inhibits the product from
breaking down and going bad,
but whenitisused it will taste
fresher and better than some-
thing you might take out of
your freezer at home,” said
Orthman.

In addition to checking tem-
peratures of cold storage,

Weaver also checks to make
certain there is no infestation
of bugs or rodents in any of
the food. There are rodent
traps placed specific distances apart in
close proximity to food products that are
monitored regularly.

Another extremely important issue be-
sides where or how the food is stored is
what foods are stored together. 1t’ssimilar
to having groceries at home bagged at the
local supermarket. You never want to place
cleaning products in the same bag with
food items. Inthe caseof food supplied to
soldiers, it often goes even further.

“Our regulations don’'t even allow for
certain meats to be stored in the same
freezer,” said Weaver. She said thereason

isthat if there were aproblem with the cool -
ing unit, certain meats are proneto specific
bacteria or problems. “Rather than take
the chance of cross-contamination, we re-
quire the meats to be stored separately.”
“In the case of AAFES sites, | check to
make sure they are not storing non-food
itemswith food products. It important for
thoseitemsto be stored in separate areas,”
said Weaver. Similar to grocery shopping
at home, efforts are made to keep soaps
and chemicalsaway fromfood.
Anywhere food is shipped to soldiers
there will surely be an Army food inspec-

Staff Sgt. Amy Weaver inspects the contents of a pallet scheduled for delivery to
Camp McGovern.

tor nearby — and for good reason. The
Army is the only branch of the five ser-
vices that has veterinary services.

“Veterinary services cover all the
branches... we are DOD-wide,” said
Weaver. “| spent the first six years of my
career at anaval base doing the samejob |
do now.”

It doesn’'t matter whether it'sthe sailors
going to sea, grunts going to the field, or
Marinesassulting abeach, U.S.Army vet-
erinary services will ensure the food ser-
vice members depend on is the safest they
can get.

From left to right. Staff Sgt. Amy Weaver inspects a case of corndogs in the sub-zero storage facility. Freezing
and maintaining temperature ensure not only the safety of the food, but can also affect the taste and quality.
Temperatures in the facilty are monitored and must be at least minus 20 F. Weaver inspects thermometers to
ensure they are functional and accurate.
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by Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster

The Philadelpia Eagles
Cheerleaders and
Pittsburgh Pirates
pitcher, John
Candelaria, traveled
more than 4,000 miles
to spend some time
with soldiers at For-
ward Operating Base
Connor, Camps Morgon
and McGovern, and
Eagle Base. After
performing, the cheer-
leaders and Candyman
signed autographs and
posed for pictures.

by Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster

by Spc. Jessica Abner

by Maj. John Dowling by Maj. John Dowling

by Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster by Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster
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Dancon March; two down one to go

Sory and photosby M aj. John Dowling

Commander, 354th MPAD

While some people may consider walk-
ing 30 kilometersaround hilly terrain more
like pulling teeth than awalk in the park,
Lance Cpl. Karen Brogger of the Danish
Contingent of SFOR seesit asfun.

Just afew daysbefore her 30 birthday,
the tank mechanic bolted around the hills
surrounding Camp Dannevirke on asunny
Sunday morning in 3 hours 15 minutes.

W

nish Contmge'r]tLance Cpl Karen

the road
-minute perf
anco-n marci

a
rmance

Sgt. Maj. Timothy Mateer, Deputy G-1, 28th Inf. Div., takes
care of his “barking dawgs” while participating in the first
Dancon March in October.

Friday, November 15, 2002

~ plete the course tl

Brogger and nearly 300 personnel in-
cluding soldiers, international police offic-
ers and contractors of SFOR were partici-
pating in an annual Danish tradition called
the DANCON March.

Despite Brogger’s outstanding perfor-
mance, the objective of themarch isnot to
finish first or even achieve a quick time.
It's to meet people and make new friends
from other countries.

As commander of the Danish Contin-
gent headquartered at the Nord-Pol Bar-
racks at Camp Doboj, Lt. Col. Jes
officially opened the event by
ing its historical significance.
hes will be held so everyone
participate.

“l1 am pr to welcome you to this
= nt on |?%h anniversary,” said
ssen, who joined the marchers in
ir purswt ‘Use thistime to make new
endsfrom new cou and get familiar
mmd Pol Bat oup area.”
ghthe DANCON isnot acom-

petitiverace, al official participantsarere-

‘quired to carry at least 10 kg of equipment,

which includes helmet, flak vest and indi-

vidually assigned w took the
opportunlty to test their I Y
carryl ng additional equipment.

Everyoneisall ei |.ght hoursto com-
at starts at Camp
‘Dannevirke. The track winds through the
local mountainousterrain for 22 km before

passing by the starting point at Dannew rke
and finishing with ashorter, yet Ng-
kmloop. Thelast 50 meters, S

their way through a tunnel of pine
treeswherethe satisfying finish line awaits.
The spirit of friendship is clearly evi-
dent assoldlers from throughout theworld
encourage,
'E‘éﬁ')"ie and
someti mes
phyS|
cal y assist
their SFOR
partners to
kmp“plckmg
‘em up and
putting ‘em
down.” Two
soldiers from
the 109 In-
fantry paired
together for
most of the
march and
left with fond
memories of
the event.

“|1 thought
the march
was wonder-
ful. | got to

learn alot about abunch of different people.
We also talked to some kids and met
Bosnian families aong the way,” said 1+
Lt. Marcel Minutolo, Assistant S-2.
Minutulo spent most of the day with Spc.
Martin Winter, gunner, Co. C, who also en-
joyed the camaraderie despite the aching
muscles and tender feet.

“It was very scenic, which gave me
some motivation,” said Winter who also
drew inspiration from The Doorsand Nine
Inch NailsCDs. “We checked out different
weapons, shared some candy and food,
and had agood time.”

Having previously traveled outside the
United Statesto Mexico and Canada, Win-
ter was thankful for the opportunity to see
what Bosnia and Herzegovina was really
like beyond the towns and main transpor-
tation routes he usually takes on patrol.

“I like seeing the different culture. Hav-
ing never been to Europe before, | got to
experience something different,” he said.

Others just welcomed the opportunity
to enjoy the warm October weather and
vibrant colors of the changing leaves in
this part of the country.

“It was amazing. e got to be outside
for eight hours instead of behind comput-
ers. It was beautiful,” said Capt. Ylva
Johnsson, aSwedish palitical analyst from
Camp Butmir. “It'saphysical chalengeyou
get to do with your friends and meet |ots of
new people along the way,”

The physical effort required is obvi-
ously ha{der for some than others, but ev-
eryoneis commlttgd to the same common
goal —tofinish.

“Around the 19.5 km mar I was very
tired, but som erican sol d| erscameby
and said ‘you aredoing areally good job.’
That makes abig difference.”

In the end, the shared experience helps
validate the primary reason for the
DANCON, as somellit cigars, propowd a
toast with cans of soda, or just rested their
tired legs and joined in conversation about-
their achievement.

“Attheend of the day, you get afeel er
each other and everybody just has to let
go,” said Johnsson. “We're all redlytln?d
toward the end and that really helps to
break theiceaswell.”

Breaking theicejust helpsreinforcethe

" i . | EL
cooperative spirit of themany nationsrep-
resented in SFOR.“We are united in the
same cause, in this case, the DANCON
road march. Different people can motivate
other groups of military people to accom-
plish the mission,” said Minutolo.

United in their mission to complete the
DANCON March, SFOR soldiersreturnto
their military missionswith abetter under-
standing and appreciation for their inter-
national partners.
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