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Know your credit h

by Lt. Col. Robert L. Bell
35th ID SJA

The Army requires that sol-
diers meet their financial obli-
gations to their families and
creditors. Failure to do so can
result in both administrative
and punitive action against
soldiers.

Creditors and employers
make decisions on whether to
approve a credit card or loan
and whether to hire an indi-
vidual based in large part on
the person’s credit report.
Knowing how to obtain your
credit report and to improve
your credit rating will help you
meet your financial obligations.

There are three main credit
bureaus in the United States:
Experian, Equifax and Trans
Union. All three receive infor-
mation from creditors on at least
a monthly basis. The bureaus
organize and categorize the in-
formation into the individual’s
credit file. The bureaus then
sell the information to its’ sub-
scribers. An individual con-
sumer can purchase a copy of
his or her own report at any time
or receive a free copy after be-
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ing rejected for credit.

Companies working in part-
nership with the bureaus
“score” every credit file for
credit worthiness. The compa-
nies develop a numerical “credit
score” to assist creditors in
determining whether to ap-
prove or deny the credit appli-
cation. The higher the credit
score, the more favorable the
interest rate, credit line and
other terms.

The credit report shows all
the accounts in the file and the
payment history. The credit
score company analyzes the
account and advises the con-
sumer of the factors that were
used in calculating the score.

Istory

The company may also offer
guidance on how to improve the
score. It also allows the con-
sumer to see when new credit
accounts and inquiries are
added to the consumer’s file.
This gives an early warning of
potential identity theft.

There are several companies
that assist consumers in obtain-
ing their credit reports and
credit scores online and by mail.
The companies charge a yearly
subscription fee or allow the
consumer to make a one-time
purchase.

One such company,
www.privacyguard.com,
charges a yearly subscription
fee of $79.95 to provide credit
reports, credit scores and a
credit monitoring service from
all three credit bureaus. The
yearly subscription allows the
consumer to view the credit re-
port and score online daily.

Having excellent credit and
a high credit score will give the
soldier the best options when it
is time to purchase a home, car,
obtain a credit card or seek a
new job. So be diligent and
monitor your credit report peri-
odically.

“Therich are different from you and
me because they have more credit.”

--John Leonard

April 15 began a new
Thrift Savings Plan open sea-
son for servicemembers and
civilian employees and will
run to June 30. TSP offers in-
vestors the chance for lower
incometaxes each year they
contribute while not incur-
ring taxes on earnings until

Thrift Savings Plan open season begins

they retire. Military members
can contribute up to 8 percent
of their base pay.

They also may invest up to
$12,000 a year of their bonuses
or special pay, except that
those serving in tax-free com-
bat zones are allowed up to
$40,000 annually. Military mem-

bers can enroll through the
Defense Finance and Ac-
counting Service Web site at
http:/Mmwww.dfas.mil/emss/, or
at local disbursing offices and
finance offices. Further infor-
mation is on the Thrift Sav-
ings Web site at http://
WWW.tSP.gOV/.

Check out the Task Force Eagle Web site. We have posted
video products shot by the PAO broadcasters, and we are
posting photos to the Web gallery on a daily basis. Take a
look and see if you or your unit are there, and let your fami-
lies at home know where to find the photos.
www.tfeagle.army.mil/tfetalon

About the cover: Soldiers from various countries head
for the finish line of the Danish Contingent 30K road
march that started and finished on Eagle Base. by
Master Sgt. D. Keith Johnson
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TV show tells SFOR story

by Spc. Guy D. Choate
343rd MPAD

Twice a month on six different
commercial stations, a show entitled
“Vision: The Future of BiH” can be seen
on television sets across Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

The show provides news about
Stabilization Force operations, as well as
stories produced strictly for entertainment
purposes.

“The real purpose of the show is to help
people understand the importance of what
the different multinational units are doing
throughout Bosnia,” said Maj. Kirk
Slaughter, the show’s executive producer.

The process of producing the show
involves members of information
operations, public affairs, and Arthur
Production of Tuzla. Slaughter said he is
still new to the show, but described the
production team as energetic and
enthusiastic. The show’s field reporter,
Mensur Begic, is a journalism student in
Tuzla.

Slaughter said the show has well-
written and produced stories that are also
educational. Not only are they educational
for the people of Bosnia, but they are also
educating him and other SFOR soldiers
about the Bosnian culture and traditions.

“It gives SFOR an opportunity to work
with organizations throughout Bosnia and
Herzegovina,” he said.

Local police forces
help monitor bases

by Lt. Col. John Maietta

Multinational Specialized Unit members from the Italian carabinieri are
interviewed for “Vision: The Future of BiH". The program’s varied production
content tries to show its audience what the different multinational units
within MNB (North) are doing, explained its executive producer, Maj. Kirk

Slaughter.

Last March, a private opinion research
firm surveyed a sample of 3,000 adult
viewers in Zenica, Tuzla, Bijeljina, Brcko,
and Bratunac to find that 11 percent of the
viewers watch the show on a regular basis.
That percentage is 4 percent higher than
the results shown in a survey conducted

by Dunja Vujadinovic
Media Specialist

In the light of the ongoing
situation in Iraq, local police
forces have been voluntarily
securing Stabilization Force
bases in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

“When the probability of
war in Iraq became serious, the
local police contacted us about
the possibility of some indi-
viduals causing problems.

“They offered (to provide)
extra officers to patrol the area
around (Eagle Base) and also
at the gates of the base,” said
Lt. Col. Craig Fox, provost mar-
shal for Multinational Brigade
(North).

“This was just a preventive
measure, police doing traffic
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control and securing the base.
So far there (have been) no in-
cidents reported,” said Emin
Kaknjasevic, deputy police
commissioner of Tuzla Canton.

All police stations in Tuzla
Canton are taking part in secur-
ing the installations. One ex-
ample of joint prticipation in
securing SFOR bases is Eagle
Base, which is positioned on
the borderline of two municipali-
ties, Tuzla and Zivinice. Help-
ing secure the Eagle Base Pe-
destrian Gate have been offic-
ers from Tuzla while Zivinice
officers have been helping
monitor the East Gate.

According to Fox, SFOR has
expressed confidence and sat-
isfaction with the local police
force efforts.

approximately a year earlier.

Slaughter attributes the growth to word-
of-mouth advertising.

“If you can just positively influence one
person who sees the show, hopefully it will
start a chain reaction and everyone will start
watching.”

by Spc. Guy D. Choate
Zivinice police officers Samir Sabanovic and Enisa
Kovacevic conduct a vehicle inspection recently near
Eagle Base.
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Blisters, satisfaction rewards

by Dunja Vujadinovic
Media Specialist

More than 300 soldiers took
part in the April 19 Danish Con-
tingent-sponsored road march,
called DANCON. Held approxi-
mately six times each year, the
march started at Eagle Base and
traveled throughout the sur-
rounding communities and
countryside.

“This is the first time | par-
ticipated in the DANCON
march. This was a great (oppor-
tunity) to see Bosnia. | came
here in February and haven’t
had a chance to go outside the
wire,” said Capt. Keith
Zimmerman, from the 1st Bat-
talion, 108th Aviation Regiment.

The DANCON march is not
a competition -- although some
treated it as such. It was de-
signed to promote friendship
among the various nations rep-
resented in SFOR. Soldiers are
required to finish the march
within 8 hours and they must
carry 10 kg of equipment dur-
ing the march. First to finish the
march was 1st Lt. J.M.
Bjergborg, from the Danish
Tank Squadron.

“It was a beautiful trip. At
the water post, people cheered

%

us and when we met people
along the road they waved. And
the (area) was so nice. Actually
(the march) was easier then I
thought. | was expecting to get
really, really tired but I can tell
you that only the last 3 Kilome-
ters were tough.” Said
Bjergborg, sweating and
breathing heavily after the
march.

Finishing three minutes af-
ter Bjergborg was last year’s
winner, Lance Cpl. Karen M.
Brogger, a tank mechanic from
the Danish Contingent.

“It was so great to get out
from the camp; And it was so
beautiful ... the weather and the
countryside,” said Brogger.

The first American soldier to
finish was Sgt. David Kroupa,
134th Long Range Surveillance
Detachment. “This is my first
time doing the march (and) it
was really challenging. The first
part was pretty easy but the last
six or seven Kilometers was
tough for me. I will do it again
next month.”

Certificates were awarded to
all individuals who finished the
march within the allotted time.
Medals were also available for  (Ahove) No one said it would be easy.
purchase. The next DANCON  The 30K route took marchers through the
march is scheduled forMay 17. ¢ ntryside, including through a few

! creeks.

(Left) Sgt. David Kroupa passes one of the water points
during the march. Kroupa was the first U.S. soldier to finish.

(Right) Blisters and sore feet were the norm as several
soldiers stop to perform some quick first aid.

(Below) Most of the Multinational Brigade (North) countries
participated in the march. Here, U.S. and Turkish troops
head for the finish.

gl s | L -
by Spc. Guy D. Choate by Master Sgt. D. Keith Johnson
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by Master Sgt. D. Keith Johnson

(Above) Russian and U.S. soldiers congratulate each
other on finishing the road march.

(Below) Lance Cpl. Karen Brogger is all smiles and
walking on air as she nears the finish line. Brogger, a
Danish tank mechanic, was the first female to finish.

by Sgt. 1st Class Ronald D. Covington

by Sgt. 1st Class Ronald D. Covington by Spc. Guy D. Choate
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A look at some of the Faces in the Crowd

Spc. Maurice Laney

Family: He and his wife Valerie have two daughters: Laquisha, 12, and
Nekka, 6, and son Tyrig, 8.

Hometown: Monroe, N.C.

Job Title: Laney is a postal clerk with the 312th Adjutant General Company
(Postal) based in Charlotte, N.C. He processes mail at the front counter at the
Eagle Base post office.

Military career: Laney was on active duty with the U.S. Navy from 1992-
1994, then went into the Naval Reserve for two years. He joined the 312th in
1996. This is his second deployment to the Balkans. He was deployed in 2001
to Kosovo. He thinks that this rotation is “going great.”

Civilian occupation: Laney builds windows with Windsor Windows and
Doors in Monroge, N.C.

Goals for the deployment: “I would like to be promoted.”

by Master Sgt. D. Keith Johnson

Spc. Heather S. Rodgers

Hometown: Lacy, Wash.

Job Title: Rodgers is an Army reservist assigned as a dental assistant with
Task Force Medical Eagle. Her duties include ordering supplies, cleaning equip-
ment and assisting the clinic’s dentist, Col. David G. Thomas. “The dental clinic
helps with the morale of soldiers and makes people happy; being open six days
a week allows soldiers the ability to come in at their convenience,” Rodgers
said.

Civilian occupation: Rodgers works as a massage therapist in Lakewood,
Wash. “I like being able to help people relieve sore muscles, and help the injured
with recovery. The money is nice too.”

Goals: “I want to expand my experiences with life, broaden my horizons and
become a PT stud.”

by Sgt. 1st Class Ronald D. Covington

(Right) Spc. Heather Rodgers assists Col. David Thomas as he
takes care of a patient at the Eagle Base Dental Clinic.

Lance Cpl. Karen M. Brogger

Unit: Danish Contingent

Hometown: Naestved, Denmark

Military service: Brogger has served 11 years as a mechanic in the Danish army.
Brogger returned to military service last year, after a two-year break. She works on all
types of vehicles, including the Danish heavy tank, called the Leopard, which is much
like the U.S Army’s M-1 Abrams. Brogger removed a Leopard’s engine assembly after
Saturday’s 30 kilometer DANCON road march. She’s considered by her first sergeant as
both an expert mechanic, and a *“very nice person.”

Goals: Brogger’s unit is hoping to sponsor a 100 kilometer road march, which if
approved, she’ll definitely take part in. Brogger has been participating in the Nijmegan
March in Holland since she was 12. It is a 160 kilometer march conducted over a four-
day period. She would like to put together an international team for the next Nijmegen
march and call it the Eagle Base Team.

Hobbies: Brogger works out and pushes herself so hard simply because she enjoys
it. She can be found in the gym working out two hours every day. Brogger is a certified
trainer with the Danish Body Building Association and helps other soldiers in her spare
time with their weight-training goals.

by Sgt. 1st Class Ronald D. Covington

(Left) Lance Cpl. Karen Brogger works on one of the Danish
Squadron’s armored vehicles.
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On the home front
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Special pay going up

News items of interest to Task Force Eagle members

North Carolina

CHARLOTTE - If legisla-
tors approve a bill to use ra-
dar cameras to enforce the
speed limit in Charlotte, the
law would last only three
years.

Then police and legislators
would analyze the numbers to
see if the idea works.

“We know it will reduce
crashes and save lives,” said
Capt. David Haggist, head of
Charlotte-Mecklenburg
police’s traffic unit.

Supporters say the legisla-
tion would catch far more
speeders than police can. In
the best of circumstances, an
officer can write four citations

Deer-eradication

MADISON -- Officials
with the state Department of
Natural Resources say they
are open to changing a con-
troversial plan to eradicate all
the deer in the 411-square-
mile area in southwestern
Wisconsin where tests have
shown chronic wasting dis-
ease is probably contained.

The need to kill all the deer
to slow the spread of the dis-
ease is even being questioned
by DNR Secretary Scott
Hassett. He said last week it
may not be necessary or even
possible to kill all the deer in
the so-called eradication zone

MONTPELIER—ADillto
give farmers financial relief in
time for spring planting has
slowed — temporarily — as
senators make sure the legis-
lation will deliver what it prom-
ises.

Bankers have raised con-
cerns that could hobble half
the program.

Under the plan, farmers
would apply to banks to defer

Farm relief bill on hold -- briefly

Charlotte plans speed cameras

an hour, while dozens more
speed by.
A radar camera can take a
photo every half-second.
-- courtesy Charlotte Observer

High School Baseball
April 14 State Rankings
Class 4-A

1. Fuquay-Varina, 9-0
2. South View, Hope Mills, 13-0
3. Havelock, 10-0
4. South Caldwell, Hudson, 14-1
5. Rose, Greenville, 10-3
6. North Forsyth, Winston-
Salem, 10-1
7. Myers Park, Charlotte, 10-2
8. Hoggard, Wilmington, 9-2
9. Riverside, Durham, 8-1
10. Providence, Charlotte, 8-3

Wisconsin J

plan unveiled

and that drastically reducing
populations may be just as

effective.
-- courtesy Wisconsin State
Journal

High School Baseball
April 20 State Rankings
Division |
1. Appleton West, 4-0
2. Racine Horlick, 3-0
3. Madison LaFollette, 5-0
4. Wilmot, 5-0
5. D.C. Everest, 2-0
6. Menomonie, 4-0
7. Oshkosh West, 3-1
8. Westosha Central, 3-1
9. Holmen, 4-1
10. Waterford

payments on existing loans
for up to nine months. This
would put cash in their pock-
ets for other expenses.
-- courtesy Burlington Free
Press
High School Baseball
Friday, April 18
South Burlington 3, Colchester 2
Saturday, April 19
Arlington 11, Green Mountain 7
Chelsea 8, South Royalton 7
Otter Valley 6, Proctor 6
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for deployed troops

American Forces
Press Service

The emergency supplemen-
tal bill that President George W.
Bush signed on April 16 raised
imminent danger pay to $225 per
month, a $75 increase, and
raised the Family Seperation
Allowance from $100 per month
to $250 per month, and hoth
raises are retroactive to Oct. 1,
2002.

Active-component ac-
counts have already been sys-
temically updated. Defense Fi-
nance and Accounting Service
will execute a mass rate change
in the near future to update all
affected reserve-component ac-
counts.

For tax relief, enlisted mem-
bers and warrant officers serv-
ing ina combat zone for any part
of amonth exclude all gross in-
come received for military ser-

vice that month. Amounts ex-
cluded from gross income are
not subject to federal income
tax.

For commissioned officers,
the monthly exclusion is capped
at the highest enlisted pay, plus
any hostile fire or imminent
danger pay received. That
means that through September
2002, the most an officer could
earn tax free each month was
$5,532.90 -- $5,382.90, the high-
est monthly enlisted pay, plus
$150 hostile fire or imminent
danger pay.

Then with the start of the
increased imminent danger pay
Oct. 1, the combat zone tax re-
lief limit was raised to $5607.90
per month for the rest of calen-
dar year 2002. For January
through September, which cov-
ers the rest of fiscal 2003, this
limit goes to $5957.70.

DANCON sunrise

by Spc. Guy D. Choate
The sun rises over Eagle Base at the beginning of the
DANCON 30K road march April 19.
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News You Can Use

New flavors added to MREs YIRS 1

by Kristen Guss
Defense Logistics Agency

FORTBELVOIR, Va. —Be-
ginning in June, the Defense
Logistics Agency will add new
Meals, Ready to Eat menus,
while eliminating others. The
changes were in response to the
likes and dislikes expressed in
Army surveys taken by soliders
in the field.

The new entrees include
Pork Rib and Sauce, Vegetable
Manicotti and Roast Beef with
Vegetables. Entrees being elimi-
nated include Jamaican Pork
Chop, Pasta Alfredo and Beef
with Mushrooms. The current
stock of MREs will be used un-
til exhausted.

Since Operation Desert
Storm, a flameless ration heat-
ing device has also been packed
into each meal bag to heat the
entree

In its ongoing effort to be
responsive to its customers,
DLA provides several types of

MREs tailored to different di-
etary requirements.

A kosher MRE -- Meal, Re-
ligious, Kosher or Halal -- is
provided for individuals in the
military services who maintain
astrict religious diet. Each meal
consists of one kosher or Halal
certified entree and religiously
certified or acceptable comple-
mentary items sufficient to pro-
vide the recommended daily
nutritional requirements.

There are two vegetarian
meals in every box of MREs
which supports those troops
who, for various reasons, can-
not consume meat.

In support of Iragi Opera-
tions, the Defense Logistics
Agency’s Defense Supply
Center Philadelphia has
shipped approximately 30 mil-
lion individual menu bags of
MREs. If the menu bags were
laid end to end, these MREs
would go around the world 228
times.

Jazz band schedule

April 25: Camp McGovern, 8 p.m.
April 26: Triggers, 8 p.m.
April 28: Camp Butmir, 8 p.m.

Friday, April 25
Music Night, Triggers

Saturday, April 26
International basketball
game, Eagle Team vs.
Tuzla, Peacekeeper Hall
Soul Note jazz show,
Triggers

Sunday, April 27
Survivor |, “Let the
Games Begin, Fitness
Center

Tuesday, April 29
Ping-Pong tourney,
Rally Point
9-Ball pool tourney,
Triggers

Wednesday, April 30

8 p.m.

7 p.m.

8 p.m.

10 a.m.

7 p.m.

8 p.m.

4 p.m.  Fitness Orientation,
Fitness Center
8 p.m.  Karaoke Showdown,

Triggers

LLEL AR FORCE
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University of Maryland
762-7074
April 26-27
8 am. to 5 p.m.
Exploring Internet Marketing
Intro to Microcomputers:
Spreadsheets (Microsoft Excel)
May 3-4
8 am. to 5 p.m.
Intro to Microcomputers:
Using UNIX/Linux
Managing Multi-Culture Teams
May 10-11
8 am. to5 p.m.
Interviewing Skills
Intro to Microcomputers:
Networks and Communication
May 17-18
8 am. to 5 p.m.
Intro to Microcomputers:
Security
U.S. Stock Market
April 17-28

photos by Master Sgt D. Keith Johnson

Eagle Base Easter

(Above) Air Force Capt. James Hilburn, of the 401st
Expeditionary Air Base Group, lines up his finds after
the Easter egg hunt at Minue Park Sunday.

(Left) Maj. Eddie Brown and MWR Coordinator
Marcus Wheeler head for the finish line as a pair of
contestants bite the dust during the three-legged
race, one of the Easter activities held Sunday.
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