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Holiday cheer is here

fter two

months of
anticipation,
recorded
holiday greet-
ings are now
available on the
Army and Air
Force Home-
town News
Service Web
site.

Now you
can share your
greeting with
friends and
family without
having to wait
for it to air on
television. Just
visit the site and
e-mail the link to anyone you wish to
send a little holiday cheer.

Greetings are listed by the home
state of the intended recipient, and
then by name. If your name is not
listed yet, keep checking back. Over
13,000 video greetings were collected

here is a new Community Service
Working Group web page that
can be accessed through the Eagle
Vision Web site, https://
eaglevision.tfeagle.army.mil/
default.asp. Enter your Microsoft
Word Outlook account user name and
password.
After that, click on unit pages and
the Community Service link.
The new site contains helpful
information for any soldier or group

www.tfeagle.army.mil/tfetalon

Photo by Sgt. Sarah C. Danielski, 135th MPAD

Air Force Staff Sgt. Nicolas Sanchez, Headquarters Air Force
News Agency, prepares Spc. Danielle Eng, 147th Fin. Bn.,
for her holiday greeting. Eng was just one of many MINB (N)
soldiers to record a holiday greeting in October.

from soldiers and airmen around the
world and new listings are being
added to the Web site everyday.
Please visit the site at https://
hn.afnews.af.mil/WebPages/
holidaygreetings.htm

of soldiers interested in taking part in
community service projects. The
informative site is designed to help
military personnel get involved in
ongoing projects and connect local
organizations with the goods and
services they need. Please visit the
eagle vision web Site. For more
information please contact the CSWG
chair, Maj. Kristine Shelstad at 760-
0195 or Sgt. Douglas Heller at 762-
1510.

About the cover: Spc. Shan-
non Munstenteiger (left) and
Sgt. Anne Moss remove a “vic-
tim” during a TF Med Eagle ex-
ercise. Photo by Sgt. 1st Class
Clinton Wood, 135th MIPAD
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Reaching out

Minnesota support groups send
donations to Bosnian people

Story by Nedima Hadziibrisevic
TFE Media Specialist

ANOVICI, BiH — Reaching out
to the people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina is not only done by the
Stabilization Force soldiers, but also

their families, support groups and
churches back home in Minnesota.
The Grace Lutheran Church in
Brandon, Minn., recently mailed 15
boxes full of donations to one of its
members serving in BiH, Ist Lt.
Michael Brethorst, Task Force
Bearcat S-2, to be dispensed to the
people in need.

“It’s mostly just an opportunity for
us to share what we have,” said
Brethorst. “That is what it is all
about, sharing what we have back
home with people here in Bosnia.”

The 416th Civil Affairs Battalion,
which monitors and registers mailed
packages, identified the area that
would benefit the most from the
Brethorst donation and helped with its
allocation. This CA Bn, supports the
task force.

1st Lt. Rich Brummond, CA Bravo
team leader, Task Force Bearcat, said

of the donations, “Different areas
need things more than others, and
that is our role in linking the need
with the supplies.” Brummond was
directly involved in the event.
Donations of miscellaneous
school supplies were distributed to
the Grivice School, near Banovici.
This school is attended mostly by
displaced students, grades one
through four. The remainder of the
boxes filled up with winter clothes
and blankets were delivered to a

Photos by Aleksander llic, TFE PA

1st Lt. Rich Brummond, TF Bearcat,
hands out donations to residents of a

collective center near Mrdici.

collective center near Mrdici. The
center, established in 1997,
accommodates about 75 Bosniak
displaced families from the Podrinje
region living in 30 houses.

Brethorst said that this is one of the
first shipments from the Minnesota
support group and that the
distribution was based on an
individual basis and in no way
directed by the task force commander.

“This is all internal on what we
want to do ourselves,” said Brethorst.
“We see a need and we can do
something about that need and that is
why we try to fix it. We try to work
together with the tools of the military

The children of the Grivice School pose with Kansas State Youth Soccer
Association T-shirts. This donation was coordinated by SFOR 13.
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to help the people here.”

Although, CA normally is not
responsible for distributing of the aid,
they decided to facilitate delivery
because they were in the area
conducting reconnaissance for a
future Medical Civil Action Program
along with Task Force Med Eagle
personnel.

Brummond stressed that with 200
boxes expected to arrive shortly from
Minnesota, they will try to locate
local non-governmental
organizations, that would sort
through the boxes and deliver them to
the Bosnian people. They will ask
NGOs to notify their office when they
are prepared for delivery so they can
send a soldier who organized a
donation to the location.

“They (soldiers) can see how it is
going and where it is going, so they
can tell people back in Minnesota,”
Brummond said.

The opportunity also allowed a
box of Kansas State Youth Soccer
Association T-shirts to be handed out
to the local students. The assistance
for the youth of BiH was coordinated
by Maj. Jeff Coverdale, SFOR 13
Public Affairs Officer. He was not
able to deliver it because he
redeployed before the shipment
arrived.



Story and photos by Sgt. 1st
Class Clinton Wood
135th MPAD

hief One: “Go ahead.”

Air Rescue One:
“We’re on the scene, stand
by for a size up.”

Chief One: “Stand by.”

Air Rescue One: It
appears we have a multiple
car accident, at least three.
One vehicle on fire at this
time.”

Chaos at an “intersection
outside Eagle Base” Nov.
29 didn’t cause Task Force
Med Eagle medical incident
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Focused on saving lives

Exercise combines air, ground
and fire first responders

commander, Sgt. Anne
Moss, to lose her focus.
“You just go into a
zone,” the Minneapolis,
Minn., firefighter and
member of the Minnesota
Army National Guard’s
434th Main Support
Battalion, Cottage Grove,
Minn., said. ““You know
that you don’t have time to
be brought in by all the
distractions. You have to be
aware  of
everything
that is
going

ER]

on.
There was a lot “going
on.” A UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter from the 86th
Medical Company airlifted
a patient from the scene
while Kellogg Brown &
Root firefighters
extinguished the fully-
engulfed car and used air-
powered cutters and the
Jaws Of Life tool to
extricate the accident
victims. Moss’s ground
ambulance crew treated
the “injured” and
transported them to a
hospital.
This exercise was the
first time that the three
entities worked
together. Capt.
Christine

Ostendorf, ground
ambulance officer in
charge, and Capt. Adam
Ledwell, 86th Med. Co.,
and Chief John Patnode and
assistant chief Kyle King
developed the exercise.
Ostendorf said the
exercise’s purpose was to
learn each department’s
procedures and a chance
for each section to offer
advice to make things run
smoother.
Stabilization Force
14 also is the first
rotation in several
months to have
American Soldiers
tasked with the
ground
ambulance
evacuation
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mission. Previously, the
Danish were tasked with
the mission.

“(The exercise) gave our
people a real good taste of
what something like this

could be,” Ostendorf said.

The menu included two
“victims” trapped inside of
a small vehicle with its roof
caved in like an accordion
and an additional “victim”
in another small vehicle in a
similar state. There also
were three “walking
wounded.”

Medics Sgt. Mistica
Olson, Company C, 134th
Forward Support Battalion,
and Spc. Shannon
Munstenteiger, E Company,
434th MSB, also had to
crawl into the back seat of
one of the vehicles to
stabilize the spines of the g
driver and passenger.

Moss said the
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medics were maintaining
the “victim’s” spines and
keeping them from moving.
If they were conscious, her
medics would help them
remain calm. If they were
unconscious, her medics
would ensure that their
airways were kept clear.

Moss noted that most
medics have to think
through each step and time
each step perfectly during
an incident like this.

“You just start going in
that automatic matrix and
keep on hammering '
away,” she said.

She added that
this exercise was,

“real life”
training.

“Motor vehicle accidents
are one of the greatest
dangers we face over here,”
she said.

Ostendorfnoted that her
crew would respond to an
accident like this outside
our base camps only if
SFOR soldiers were
involved. If Bosnians
were injured in an
accident involving SFOR
vehicles and personnel,
Ostendorf’s crew would
treat them.

No matter_whos_e_ life
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she saves, Moss said seeing
someone make it to the
hospital alive is a great
feeling.

“It’s the most glorifying
and gratifying thing you
could ever do.” she said.

A‘bove': Firefighters rush around a UH-60 Black
Hawk medivae helicopter to retrieve their gear
during the ‘exércise. Below'left: Sgt. Anne
Moss, TF Med Eagle, rushes to the scene with
a stretcher'as firefighters rémove the roof of
onejof the vehicles. Stabilizing the “victims”
spines are“Sgt. Mistica Olson (left) and Spc.
Shannon Munstenteiger; both of TF Med Eagle.
Below right: Two firefighters extinguish the car

fire.
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Story by

1st Lt. Julieanne Gertken
Task Force Iron PAO

pc. Jaime Sevre started

his day at Camp
McGovern, Nov. 17,
hoping that technology and
the weather would work in
his favor. He planned on
using the video teleconfer-
encing site at Clark Hall on
Eagle Base to marry his
fiancée, Susette Kompelien.

When questioned about
his upcoming wedding,
Sevre said, “I am not
worried about marrying
Susette, I am worried about
the success of the VTC site
and [ am concerned about
the weather back home. 1
want Susette to make it to
the wedding. She might be
stranded because of the
snow.”

Later that afternoon,
Sevre received confirmation
that his fiancée could make
it safely from her home in
Osceola, Wis., to the
wedding site in the training
and community center in
Stillwater, Minn. With
renewed hope, Sevre and a
small group of fellow
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Wedding bells ring

soldiers from Task Force
Iron departed Camp
McGovern for Clark Hall.
The wedding was scheduled
for 7:30 p.m. and by 7:25
p.m. the group gathered at
Clark Hall could now see
the wedding attendants in
the TACC.

The minister opened the
ceremony by discussing
love and commitment even
while being “worlds apart.
When the rings were
exchanged, Sevre’s mother
placed the ring on her hand
in place of Sevre. Sevre
will receive his ring later.

At the ceremony’s
conclusion, the final words
were, “You may now not
kiss the bride.” He will
have to wait for Budapest,
Hungary, where Sevre will
meet his wife during his
Fighter Management Pass
Program 96-hour pass.

After the wedding, cake
was served. Staff Sgt.
Brandon Crotteau, Sevre’s
first line leader, decided to
help Susette with the
traditional exchange of
wedding cake. He
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Photos by Sgt.Brian Taylor , TF Iron PAO

Spc. Jaime Sevre, TF Iron, eats the frosting off his face
after his buddies shoved his face into his wedding cake
to congratulate him on his marriage.

smothered cake all over
Sevre’s face concluding the
wedding.

This wedding may have
not been traditional,
however, the laughter and
the interaction between the

Spc. Sevre looks at his wife on a large screen during his wedding via VTC.

www.tfeagle.army.mil/tfetalon

two groups had a charm of
its own. “We both wanted
a small wedding and this is
the only legal way to marry
while over here,” stated
Sevre.

Not only is Sevre now
happily married, he and his
wife were featured on a
Minnesota television news
channel, KSTP Channel 5,
as well as grabbing the
front page of the St. Paul
Pioneer Press daily
newspaper.

“My wife remained
occupied for hours
receiving calls from old
friends and acquaintances
with our new found fame,”
Sevre said.
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Story and photos by Master
Sgt. Edwin Holt
135th MPAD

LAMOC, BiH- Task

Force Renegade has
found a second home. For
the second time since
arriving in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, members of
the 1st Battalion, 149th
Aviation Regiment, found
themselves at the live-fire
Glamoc Range. AH-64
Apache and Black Hawk
helicopter crews spent
three days honing skills
needed to perform military
missions.

Whether nine hours by
vehicle convoy or just
under an hour by
helicopter, members of the
task force are happy to see
the wood-framed tents and
small landing area that has
become their “home on the
range.”

“Glamoc provides the
opportunity to fire our
Hellfire missiles for real,”
Capt. Robert Guevara said.
Guevara is operations
officer and the regiment’s
battle captain.

“This time out we also
had the first opportunity for
our Black Hawk crews to
fire their 7.62 mm guns
since arriving in Bosnia,”
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Guevara added.

Most Apache crews
had never live-fired a
Hellfire missile until
coming to BiH. While all
crews trained on a
Combat Mission
Simulator which is very
close to the real thing,
firing a live missile can
not be duplicated
Guevara said.

Apache pilot Chief
Warrant Officer Gary
Hipps and his gunner
Chief Warrant Officer
Blaine Oubre agreed.

“We can hone our skills on
a simulator and that is
great, but it is not the same

both of Task Force Renegade, unload a Hellfire missile dur-
ing live-fire exercises at Glamoc Range.

said.
The task force’s first
time at the range was last

Carpenter (left) and Trevino unload 30 mm rounds dur-

ing the exercise

as going out on a windy
day, engaging targets and
seeing the results.” Hipps

September for Dynamic
Response 2003, a joint
forces, multinational

P o

A AH-64 Apache helicopter fires a Hellfire missile.
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training event
utilizing live-fire
exercises. This
time out, it was
just Task Force
Renegade at the
range.

“We’ll come out
here as often as we
can,” Guevara said.
“This range
provides us a full
spectrum of

www.tfeagle.army.mil/tfetalon

training opportunities. We
g0 out on reconnaissance,
work at higher elevations,
practice landing on tops of
mountains as well as the
runway, and if we come
back later in the season,
we’ll have snow to add to
it.”

The training also allows
the regiment’s commander
to evaluate the unit as a
whole from the crews
responsible for loading
ammunition to the crews
responsible for safely firing
and hitting targets.

Coming back depends on
range availability, but
Guevara said the task force
will attempt at least one
more trip to the range
during Stabilization Force
14’s rotation.

“There’s nothing better
than planning the operation
and then doing it to
perfection,” Guevara said.
“That’s my goal and the
goal of everyone here.”

Task Force Renegade is
truly home on the range
when in Glamoc.



MNB (N) Commander Brig. Gen. Richard Nash and Sgt. Maj. David
Photo by Master Sgt. Edwin Holt, 135th MPAD Dreis throw the switch to light the tree during a ceremony Dec. 6

Master Sgt. Leonard Kallsen, JVB, reads 2t the Eagle Base Chapel.

while recording a tape to be sent home
for his grandchild during the holidays.
Soldiers can read to their children at the
TFE PAO office.

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Clinton Wood, 135th MPAD

Sgt. John Eggers, TF Iron, assumes his task as a humvee gunner during his
squad’s Active Harvest patrol near Camp Morgan last month.

Photo by Spc. Jeremiah Wickenhauser, 135th MPAD
Spc. Mark Carswell, TF Renegade,
prepares for a late afternoon flight
at high altitudes last week.
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