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About the covers: Front,
Master Sgt. Talai Abadanov,
(aka Ninja), Russian Special
Forces, smashes a stack of
stone tablets as part of the
Day of the Homeland
Defender celebration. Back,
Lance Cpl. Brian Jepsen,
Danish Tank Squadron, peers
from the hatch of his Leopard
tank during an exercise near
the town of Bonavici.  Photos
by Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster.

Word on the street...
“If you had one million dollars, what are the first two
things you would do?”

“Everything is funny, as long as it’s happening to
somebody else.”

Mina Martin
Education Services Specialist

Education Center

    “I would get my Ph.D., and
a trip to Tahiti with my kids
to reward myself afterward!”

Staff Sgt. Hubert Scott
Postal NCOIC

336th Postal Co.

Capt. Kristoffer Jakobsen
Information Operations Officer

Danish Tank Squadron

    “I would buy a ranch
because they don’t make any

more dirt.  I’d also fill a
bathtub full of diamonds for
my wife because they are a

woman’s best friend.”

    “I would buy a used
Leopard tank and drive

around Bosnia promoting
SFOR’s image.”

    “I would give some money
to orphanages and sail

around the world with my
mother.”

Enida Alic
Concessionaire Employee

Alma’s

Capt. Patrick Monahan
Commander

HHC, 1-109th Infantry

Capt. Claus Vognsen
Welfare Officer

Danish Contingent

    “I’d buy a BMW, because I
deserve it.  I’d also buy my

wife a new truck because she
deserves it.”

    “I would invest some of it
in stocks, buy a car and go
around picking up chicks.”
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SFOR incorporates peace in Banovici
Story and photos by
Spc. Jessica Abner

Assistant editor, 354th MPAD

Sgt. 1st Class Carl Bjornstal distributes
Mirko posters to the children who
attended the party at Pinkland.

A little girl is the center of
attention as she shows off
her singing talent.

Children danced to a variety of music
during the Mirko party.

BANOVICI, Bosnia — The
party doesn’t start for more
than an hour but children of
Banovici line the sidewalks in
anticipation outside the doors
of the local youth center.  The
anxious revelers wait for a fun-
filled evening of music, danc-
ing, and karaoke sponsored by
Stabilization Forces, in support
of Mirko magazine.  Mirko,
which means peace incorpo-
rated, was introduced to the
children of Bosnia and
Herzegovina seven years ago
to encourage peace and toler-
ance for all.

Prior to the party, SFOR sol-
diers worked with the director
of the youth center to coordi-
nate an event that would bring
the children together to have

fun while also promoting peace.
Pinkland is a community center
where kids unleash their creativ-
ity through woodcarving, art,
paintings, computers, and mu-
sic.  Former President Bill
Clinton even received a paint-
ing from one of the children at
the youth center when he vis-
ited Bosnia.  They also have
sports teams such as soccer and
basketball.

This is not the first time
Mirko has had activities held at

Pinkland, according to Sgt. 1st

Class Carl Bjornstal, 13th Psyop
Bn.,  Pinkland community cen-
ter was the ideal spot for a party
because the goals of Mirko and
Pinkland coincide — both seek
peace and a way for children to
learn tolerance.  More than 200
children attended the party.
Pinkland’s coordinator of activi-
ties, Mclc Tatjana, said having
the Mirko party at Pinkland was
a promotion for both the youth
center and Mirko.

In the Bosnian theater,
Psyops uses command informa-
tion in their efforts to encour-
age peace and tolerance, ac-
cording to Staff Sgt. Scott
McIntyre.  Some of the ways
Psyops disseminates command
information to the local popu-
lace is through posters, pam-
phlets, and broadcast radio
shows.

“We’ve got posters as one
of our mediums.  The Mirko

little famous.”
For the city of

Banovici, this
event is very im-
portant, according
to Tatjana.

“Banovici is a
small town that
doesn’t have a lot
of activities and
this youth center is
the only place
where young
people gather and
hang out,” said
Tatjana.  “I think
what Mirko and
SFOR organized
here tonight is
very significant
for this town.  You
can see that by the
number of kids
that have come
here tonight.”

Although the
message sup-
ported by Mirko is acceptance
and the ability to live in peace,
there was more on the children’s
minds tonight — fun!
Throughout the night the chil-
dren danced, sang, and were
awarded T-shirts, hats, posters,
and Mirko magazines.  The disc
jockey incorporated both local
and international music and
took requests throughout the
evening.  Karaoke was a hit
when a few brave children took
center stage to show off their
singing talent.

The children weren’t the
only ones having fun.  Soldiers
enjoy the interaction just as
much as the kids do.

“It’s a lot of fun.  It’s a
chance to get out and play with
the kids and interact with the
locals and see
what’s going
on with them,”
said McIntyre.
“You have
fewer prob-
lems if people
like you.  It’s
common sense
that if people
like you they
don’t cause
problems for
you.”

Tatjana said
that SFOR and

the youth center have had
good relations in the past and
she is thankful for the efforts of
the soldiers and Mirko.  “We’ve
always had good cooperation.
I like working with kids and I’ve
been doing this for a long time,”
said Tatjana.  “I would like to
use this opportunity to thank
SFOR and Mirko magazine for
organizing this because I feel
very happy doing this.”

Soldiers and locals both walk
away satisfied with the outcome
of the Mirko party. Hess said
he feels good about the mis-
sion.

“It’s a lot of work, but when
you see the kids smile and they
go home with Mirko on their
mind, it’s always a good feel-
ing.”

party that we’re at tonight is
another medium that we use
to interact with the locals
and improve the way they
think of us, the soldiers, and
the international commu-
nity,” said McIntyre.

Mirko magazine is a cam-
paign that originated with
the German SFOR contin-
gent back in 1995, according
to Staff Sgt. Brian Hess, op-
erations NCOIC,
COMSFOR.

“The purpose was to give
the children in Bosnia an al-
ternative way to learn about
what’s going on in their
country and the rest of the
world,” said Hess.  “We are
doing this in support of that
campaign to bring Mirko
back to the kids of Bosnia.”
Hess said that the party is

comparable to when a band
goes on tour.

“We’re going on tour in sup-
port of Mirko, having face-to-
face contact with the children,
and hopefully that reinforces
the themes that are presented
in Mirko to the children of
Bosnia,” said Hess.  “We have
one of our writers interview the
kids.  The interviews go into
Mirko and the kids have a
chance to see their names in
print — everyone likes to be a
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Finnish CIMIC road project spawns
rebirth of local community
by Nedima Hadziibrisevic

Media Specialist,
Task Force Eagle Public Affairs Office

Capt.  Jussi Viinamaki, CIMIC center leader, speaks with a
local villager during the road opening.

by Rijad Bahic

ZAVRSJE, Bosnia — One of the key ob-
jectives of the Dayton Peace Accords is
the return of displaced persons and refu-
gees to their homes.  Throughout years of
dedicated service in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Stabilization Force soldiers
have made  efforts to facilitate the return
process in this country that was heavily
affected by war and forced many people to
leave their homes.

Typically, many communities situated
along the Inter Entity Boundary Line were
most affected by the conflict. Communi-
ties such as Zavrsje and Savici, in Lopare
municipality, suffered extensive damage
and are still heavily surrounded by land
mines. Before the war there were around 50
households in both villages. Positioned
near the front lines, the communities were
almost totally destroyed and residents, pre-
dominantly Bosnian Serbs, were forced to
relocate to Zvornik, Priboj and Bijeljina
municipalities.

Members of the Finnish Civil Military
Cooperation Coy (Company) of Multina-
tional Brigade (North) have sponsored
numerous projects in the local communi-
ties including water supply system rebuild-
ing, school renovations, and road and
bridge reconstruction to support minority
returns both in the Federation and Repub-
lic of Srpska. Throughout their missions
they collect returns-related information by
patrolling their areas of responsibility and
visiting local villagers. CIMIC soldiers also
participate in a wide range of meetings held
by the international community (IC) and
share information with other members of
the IC, local authorities and SFOR military
task forces. They use their expertise in civil
cooperation projects to address the needs
of the resident of Zavrsje and Savici.

Motivated by materials donated by the
International Rescue Committee to con-
struct 40 new homes, interest among the
displaced persons to return to these two
rural mountain communities was extremely
high. Residential building began last spring
in order to be completed in time for winter.
However, the road between these two com-
munities was in a poor shape and suffered
from a massive landslide that also con-
tained mines further slowing the process.

Recognizing the impediment the bad
road condition created for moving build-
ing materials into the villages, the CIMIC

made the deci-
sion to recon-
struct the 2.6-
kilometer road
utilizing funds
from the Finn-
ish Ministry of
Foreign Af-
fairs to help
the return pro-
cess. De-min-
ing efforts
also began in
May-June of
last year in
these commu-
nities so crews
could begin
clearing de-
m o l i s h e d
housing sites
in the area.

She was one of the first people to return to
Zavrsje in May of last year along with her
husband.  Although living conditions were
extremely poor and inadequate during
those early days, she is thrilled to be back
in her village.

“I couldn’t wait to get back here.  I feel
like I am born again,” Jovanovic said. The
villagers have impressed their SFOR coun-
terparts with their extraordinary initiative
to rebuild their own communities.

“I have never seen that kind of activity
before in this country.  So, this is some-
thing special,” added Viinamaki, who has
been deployed in BiH for 10 months now.

According to Zoran Jovanovic, local
community representative, exceptional co-
operation exists between the Finish CIMIC
soldiers and residents in the area.  “Thanks
to them we have this road today for people
to use,” he said.

Even with the electrical project on the
way, the area still faces challenges with its
water system, in addition to more mines.

“Our land that we used to cultivate for
living is still under mines.  Spring is com-
ing and we should start working on it.  We
are concerned how we are going to get to
the fields to start planting because we have
to live off of it,” Mara Jovanovic said.

The CIMIC will continue to support the
community and have has also agreed to
donate a tractor to the village to continue
sustaining returns to the community.

The Zavrsje-Savici road project is just
one more component in a comprehensive
effort by SFOR to encourage wartime re-
turns to the area as well throughout the
country.

“The CIMIC and the villagers initiated
the project together because they told us
there is a big need for this road,” said Capt.
Jussi Viinamaki, center leader, 3rd CIMIC
center, who promoted the project in the
International Community and within the
CIMIC Company to attain the funding from
Finland.  “It is our policy to prioritize all
proposals at center level and then see
which are going to be reconstructed or
not.”

Viinamaki, along with his CIMIC 2nd

team, also solicited support letters from
Lopare municipality, UNHCR, OHR and
other organizations to build community-
wide support. They also obtained a mine
certificate, which had to be secured prior
to the beginning of actual construction.
The construction was completed by a lo-
cal company, DAMPEX, from Lopare.

 “Before they could start the work, we
had to have a certificate from the Mine
Action Center because of the landslide,”
Viinamaki said.

The project, worth about 20,000 Euros,
began in September 2002.  Despite some
minor delays due to inclement weather, the
project moved forward toward its recent
completion in December. The official open-
ing ceremony was held in mid-February.

Currently, there are about 15 families
who have permanently returned to the vil-
lages with more to come in the Spring after
rehabilitation of the electricity system by
the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment is complete.

Mara Jovanovic, one of the returnees
to Zavrsje, left her home in 1992 to move to
Gornji Sepak in the Zvornik municipality.
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Danish Tank Squadron rolls out
heavy metal near Banovici
Story and photos by
Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster

Editor, 354th MPAD

A Danish Leopard tank maneuvers down a rural road near Bonavici, Bosnia,
during a recent training exercise.

BONAVICI, Bosnia — When the
ground starts vibrating and there’s an al-
most inaudible rumbling sound, faces ap-
pear in windows to see what exactly is caus-
ing the disturbance.  Peering between the
curtains, locals realize it’s not an earth-
quake or thunderstorm, but rather the Dan-
ish Tank Squadron on the move.

In a recent training exercise, the Danish
Tank Squadron (DANSQN) rolled out of
Eagle Base and headed toward a training
area outside the Bosnian town of Bonavici.
The DANSQN recently relocated to Eagle
Base from Camp Doboj, due to the reorga-
nization of Multinational Division (North)
to a multinational brigade.

The reason for the exercise, according
Maj. Steen Holm Iverson, commander, was
to exercise the tanks and familiarize his men
their new area of operation.

“During this exercise we used five of
our ten tanks,” said Iverson.  “This is the
first opportunity we’ve had to conduct an
exercise since the move.  The last time was
in December.”

According to Iverson, the Danes pos-
sess the only tanks left in Bosnia.  Through
an exercise of this caliber, Iverson said his
men would be better prepared if they are
called upon to perform a mission.

“Not only can we exercise the equip-
ment, but it also raises the operational level
of the crews,” said Iverson.  “We are here

at the request of the commander of Stabili-
zation Forces.  By doing this, we show our
commitment and our ability to react to a
worst-case scenario with a heavy reaction
force.”

Although the number of soldiers
throughout Multinational Brigade (North)
has decreased, Iverson said it does not af-
fect the tankers’ ability to perform their mis-
sion.  He said they are multi-faceted and
self-sustaining.

“We have a very small number of sol-
diers here,” said Iverson. “Of the 139 Danes
located in MNB (N), only 67 of them are
tankers.  The rest are support elements.”
Iverson said some of the support elements
include medics and mechanics.

Iverson said his tanks are equipped to
take care of what ever may arise while on a
mission.  If his men encounter problems,
they may not have time to call for help.

“We have tanks with dozers on the front
if we need to clear a road.  I also have a
tank with a mine plow on the front.  If nec-
essary, we can clear our own path through
a mine field,” said Iverson.  He said they
have to be prepared for anything.

Even though the exercise provided an
opportunity for his men to work the kinks
out of their Leopard tanks, there was an-
other purpose for this mission.

“This mission also gave us a chance to
meet with some of the American soldiers,”
said Iverson.  “Working together with the
Americans is very important.  This way
they can learn my capabilities and our way
of doing things.  We also see how they
operate.”

Capt. Travis Shick, Future Operations
Chief, G-3, said the Danish Tank Squadron
has extremely high espirit d’corps.

“They love their branch and take great
pride in being tankers,” Shick said. “Their
pride is obvious as they show you around
their tanks.”

Shick said there are some operational
differences between the Danish Leopards,
which are of German design, and the Ameri-
can M1 Abrams tanks. However, the part-
nership between the Danes and American
is a good one.

“I think the combination of the Danish
Squadron and the U.S. Bradley’s to MNB
(N) is a fantastic peacekeeping force multi-
plier,” Shick said.  “The tanks give us a
strong punch, if the country building pro-
cess becomes threatened. The Armor
branch has always been able to deliver a
shock value to the field that ensures that
the enemies of the peace process under-
stand how committed we are to seeing this
country recover from the violence that
erupted here just a few short years ago.”

“The tactical deployment of the vehicles
in Bosnia is also enhanced by the fact the
Leopard is smaller and lighter than our
Abrams tanks,” said Shick. “This allows
the Danes to travel down the smaller roads
in Bosnia, and use bridges that a heavier
tank couldn’t cross.”

The exercise was originally scheduled
to take place over a period of three days.
However, it was adjusted due to the Mus-
lim holiday of Byram.

The exercise consisted of a convoy from
Eagle Base to a large strip-mined training
area outside Bonavici.  Once they arrived,
the tankers took turns navigating an ob-
stacle course while another stood by in an
overwatch position.  A real tactical situa-
tion would be very similar to the exercise.

Iverson said this exercise would allow
him to work all of the bugs out of his tanks.
His squadron is due to rotate out of MNB
(N) soon and will head back to Denmark.
His plan is to hand over ten fully-opera-
tional tanks to their replacements. Once
these tankers return to Denmark they will
resume their responsibilities as part of the
Danish Reaction Brigade whose mission
requires them to be ready to deploy within
15 days of notification.

While the use of the heavy reaction
force may not be necessary in the near fu-
ture, the comportment with which they con-
ducted this small but important exercise,
proves they are a force to be reckoned with
in Multinational Brigade (N) should the
need arise.
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Day of the Homeland Defender with RMC

The Russian Military Contingent celebrated the Day of the
Homeland Defender at Ugljevik.  The event began with
speeches from Russian and U.S. representatives, after
which several Russian soldiers were recognized.  Once
the speakers finished, the crowd was treated to a
demonstration by the Russian Special Forces.  The
demonstration included assaulting and capturing a moving
vehicle, hand-to-hand combat, repelling, and acts in which
bricks, boards, and bottles were smashed, broken and
shattered on various parts of the soldiers’ bodies.  The
event continued with games and food for all who attended
the event.  Photos by Sgt. 1st Class Kelly Luster.
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TUZLA, Bosnia — For the past six months,
Task Force Med Eagle personnel have
treated the citizens of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, cared for their pets and
poured out their hearts for a local orphan-
age in Tuzla.

The soldiers’ desire to the help the
country progress has reached into all cor-
ners of Multinational Brigade (North) and
beyond. For the past several weeks they
have even touched the professional lives
of the host country’s doctors, nurses and
other healthcare professionals.

On a snowy afternoon in Tuzla, two
Humvees loaded with boxes of sutures,
syringes, tongue depressors and thermom-
eters drove up to the Tuzla Medical Center
for the last of three large medical supply
donations that have been completed by
Med Eagle personnel in the past month.

The event, which drew interest from lo-
cal television stations, was organized by
the enlisted soldiers who run the Med Eagle
medical logistics warehouse. The soldiers
of the 145th Medical Logistics Detachment
from Seagoville, Texas, were actually com-
pleting an effort that began during SFOR
XI to turn over excess supplies to medical
institutions that are often under funded and
can use the help.

“We support the aid stations on Eagle
Base, Butmir and Taszar. They bring us all

their excess and expired material,” said Sgt.
Juana Lopez, medical supply specialist.
“We get a large amount of supplies and a
lot of it is still good. Once it starts accumu-
lating in the back, we say it’s time to make
donation runs.”

The soldiers gathered all the accumu-
lated excess and checked with the appro-
priate authorities to coordinate an equitable
and fair distribution to local healthcare in-
stitutions.

The Vlasenica Medical Center and Uni-
versity Center Clinic located in Sarajevo
also received large amounts of medical sup-
plies that will be used to supplement the
their warehouses.

The donations included more than esti-
mated $15,000 in medical items including
dressings, exam gloves and hotpacks. Usu-
ally excess medical supplies are turned-in
through USAREUR medical supply chan-
nels for disposal.

The medical logistics personnel are re-
sponsible for ensuring some of the SFOR
medical facilities are supplied to success-
fully treat soldiers. Lopez works in cus-
tomer assistance where she orders items
to maintain appropriate stock levels and
manages accountability of items when they
arrive on Eagle Base.

Lopez realizes how important her job is
to ensure Med Eagle personnel have the
items needed for the soldiers, but draws
particular satisfaction in knowing her ef-
forts will assist the local populace.

145th Med Log delivers donations to
local medical centers in need
Story and photos by Maj. John Dowling

Commander, 354th MPAD

Soldiers from the 145th Medical Logistics Det. help unload medical supplies
donated to the Tuzla Medical Center.

“It feels good to make good use of it.
That is the whole purpose of coming over
here. We try to supply everybody. It’s not
a lot, but it is the most we can do,” Lopez
said. “We’re just trying to take a different
route than sending it back to Germany
where it’s going to be destroyed.”

Sgt. 1st Class Joseph Lary the NCOIC of
the medical logistics section, was one of
several soldiers lugging boxes that con-
sumed the cargo areas of the two Humvees
into the hospital on this particular day. He,
too, was grateful for the opportunity to make
a difference in the lives of the local citi-
zens.

“It means a lot. That’s the whole reason
for us being over here, not only to help the
soldiers, but to help the people of Bosnia,”
said Lary.

Lary helped the soldiers organize the
excess medical materials and coordinate
distribution to the healthcare institutions,
much like he does for Med Eagle facilities.
Normally, the extent of the supply special-
ists’ involvement does not venture beyond
the SFOR facilities. However, this time they
got to reach out “beyond the wire” and
into the lives of local healthcare profes-
sionals.

“Being medical supply, we normally just
issue it to the hospital and the smaller units.
Actually, now we get to play a part, too.”

The soldiers enjoyed the opportunity
and ultimately, the citizens of Bosnia will
benefit.

Spc. Zach Lane, mechanic, 1159th
Med. Co., helps unload medical
supplies donated to the Tuzla
Medical Center last week.




